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SUMMER READING PROGRAMMES IN JCSP            

LIBRARIES 

The JCSP Library Project  has 

this year initiated a number of 

summer reading programmes 

in order to tackle the „summer 

slide‟ in literacy levels.  These 

high quality pilot programmes 

have been designed to increase 

summer reading levels and 

thereby reduce learning loss 

among the participating JCSP 

students.   

JCSP students across all Pro-

ject libraries were encouraged 

and facilitated to borrow 

books from their school library 

over the summer months.  In 

addition a number of Project 

libraries ran additional spe-

cialised summer activity pro-

grammes, often in conjunction 

with other agencies and sup-

port groups e.g. local public 

libraries, local youth organisa-

tions, feeder Primary schools, 

etc. 

The emphasis of this year‟s 

Summer Reading Programmes 

was on 1st year JCSP students.  

However, in many schools, 

students from across all year 

groups also participated in the 

various programmes.  
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Students in St. Kilian’s Community 

School, Bray, Co. Wicklow selecting 

library books for their Summer Reading 

Programme 

Junior Certificate School Programme 

Demonstration Library Project 
 

2011 Summer Reading 

Programme  

“This is the best idea ever to get the lads reading over the summer.  A 
brilliant use of resources - long may it last.”  Teacher 



 

SUMMER READING RESEARCH 
 

Researchers have often referred to the learning loss  experienced by large 

numbers of students over the summer months as the “summer slide”.   It has 

been estimated that the average student will lose up to one month of academic 

progress over the school summer break, with disadvantaged students being 

disproportionately affected, losing up to three months of learning (Cooper, 

1996).   Miller (2007) describes summer learning loss as “the major factor in 

explaining the achievement gap between middle-class and disadvantaged students.”  In her founda-

tional study,  „Summer Learning and the Effects of  Schooling‟ (1978), Barbara Heyns studied 6th and 

7th grade students over a period of two school years, including the intervening summer.  Among the 

findings of her research were: 

 The number of books read during the summer is consistently related to academic gains. 

 Young people in every income group who read six or more books over the summer gained 

more in reading achievement than those who did not. 

 Reading was the most influential factor related to summer learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

Access to Books 

Heyns study is supported by McGill-Franzen and Allington (2004) who state that “Too many chil-

dren spend their summer with no books to read”.  Their research cites the necessity of finding inno-

vative ways to get books into the hands of children during summer breaks.  The authors conclude 

that reading over the summer is a strong experience that contributes to learning retention. 

 

 

 

McQuillan (1998)  found that, “There is now considerable evidence that the amount and quality of 

students‟ access to reading materials is substantively related to the amount of reading they engage in, 

which in turn is the most important determinant of reading achievement.”  Krashen (2004) simply 

states that “More access to books results in more reading”  and suggests that an often overlooked 

method to improve reading is to provide readers with a supply of interesting and accessible books.  

The studies show that students‟ who read more, read better; they also write better, spell better, have 

larger vocabularies, and have better control of complex grammatical constructions (Krashen, 2009).   

“The number of books read during the summer is consistently related 
to academic gains” 

“More access to books results in more reading” 



 

 

SUMMER BORROWING PROGRAMME 

In 2011, JCSP Project libraries registered over 800 students in their  Sum-

mer Reading Programmes.  Over 3,500 books were borrowed over the sum-

mer months by students across Library Project schools.  The vast majority of these books (2,176) were 

borrowed by students participating in the JCSP Programme, with most of the remainder being bor-

rowed by non-JCSP Junior Cycle and local Primary school students.  In addition many participating 

students also borrowed and read books from their local public library.  

JCSP librarians assisted students in selecting books and other reading materials appropriate to their 

interests and reading ability.  Many Project libraries remained open well into July and students partici-

pating in the Summer Reading Programme were encouraged to call in on a regular basis to change their 

books. 

 

 

 

 

Students were encouraged to discuss, write about and report on the books they read - with their family, 

their friends and in library class on their return to school.   Summer Book Reviews were gathered for 

display on school library notice boards, for inclusion in school/library newsletters, etc.  

Overall the feedback from the 2011 Summer Borrowing Programme has been extremely positive and it 

is hoped to further expand the scope of the Programme next year. 

1st Year boys from St.  Paul’s CBS, North Brunswick St., Dublin at the launch of their Summer Reading Programme.  Included in  the photo are  Niall 

de Burca (Storyteller), Michael Blanchfield (School Principal) and Annie Brady (JCSP School Librarian). 

“I think it’s one of the best initiatives I have done and I am incredibly proud 
of the work the students have put into their reading over the summer.”  

JCSP School Librarian 



 

 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

In many schools the parents of students participating in the Summer 

Reading Programme were informed  in advance about the Programme 

and encouraged to support their sons/daughters in their summer read-

ing activities.  Parents were made aware of when the school library 

would be open over the summer months and were also asked to encour-

age their child to join or use their local public library over the summer.  

 

One librarian reported that the mother of one of her Lithuanian students called to the school li-

brary over the summer months to borrow additional books for her son - who was spending the 

summer in Lithuania!  He had asked his mother to post the books out to him. 

 
“I can’t get my feet under the table with all the books John brought home.”  

Parent 

One of the aims of the JCSP Library Project 

is to support students to develop a life-long 

love of reading.  Encouraging students to 

visit and use their local public library has 

always been an important aspect of the 

work of the Project. 

As part of the Summer Reading Pro-

gramme, students in many schools  were    

 

brought to their local public library prior 

to the summer break and encouraged to 

join.   

Public library staff also visited a number 

of school libraries and spoke to students 

about the services they had to offer, dis-

tributed membership cards, agreed to sign 

students‟ summer reading logs, etc. 

 
“I went to the public library every  second week because I needed to get the next 

books [in the series] to find out what happened.” JCSP Student 

ENCOURAGING PUBLIC LIBRARY USE 

 
“I sent a letter home to parents/guardians explaining about the Programme 
and I included information on the importance of reading with your child”   

JCSP School Librarian 



 

Waterford City Library this year launched its Writers in Libraries Initiative.  The JCSP library in St. Paul‟s 

Community College was one of the partners in this Initiative and the first phase of the Initiative was hosted 

by JCSP Librarian Hilary Cantwell in her school library during July 2011.  The Initiative focussed on graphic 

novel production.  A total of 20 students were invited to participate in the 

Initiative and these students attended workshops in the school library 

each morning.  These workshops were facilitated by graphic artist Declan 

Pearse, together with Emer Cheasty from Waterford Youth Arts.    

50 additional graphic novel titles were 

added to the existing graphic novel collec-

tion in St. Paul‟s C.C. library as part of this 

Initiative.  These were used by the partici-

pating students for inspiration on style, 

language, art, etc.   Over the course of the 

workshops, the students produced 6 pages of a graphic novel and completed 

a storyboard for this project.   A collaborative approach between the JCSP 

Library Project, School Completion Programme, Waterford City Libraries, 

Waterford Youth Arts and Comix Stop ensured that this project was success-

ful.  JCSP Librarian Hilary Cantwell stated that “Working with partners en-

sures that we get different perspectives on individual students and that we 

compliment each others work.  It is important that we are aware of and un-

derstand the roles that we each play in our students lives.  This knowledge 

can  help each partner to generate opportunities for positive communication 

with the target group.”   

Successful collaboration with School and Community 

Agencies helps build a rapport with students that for the 

JCSP Library Project transcends the school environment. 

Phase 2 of this Writers in Libraries Project is ongoing 

and it is hoped that it will be completed in October 2011.  

The work will be exhibited at the public library in Water-

ford City and will also be uploaded onto the public library 

Facebook page. 

In addition to the general Summer 

Reading Programme which was im-

plemented across Library Project 

schools, a number of libraries and 

librarians were also involved in vari-

ous special Summer Programmes 

over the summer months.  A selection 

of these special Summer Programmes 

is described below. 

ST. PAUL‟S COMMUNITY COLLEGE, WATERFORD 
WRITERS IN LIBRARIES PROGRAMME 

“It is important that we are aware of and understand  the roles that we each 
play in our students lives”    Hilary Cantwell JCSP School Librarian 

Graphic artist Declan Pearse works with 

students in St. Paul’s Community College 

Writers in Libraries workshops in St. Paul’s C.C. Library 

SPECIAL SUMMER PROGRAMMES 



 

The JCSP library in Collinstown Park Community College, Clondalkin this 

year hosted its first Writing Summer School .  A total of 15 students partici-

pated in the Initiative and these attended 2-hour writing sessions twice 

weekly during the month of June.  The writing sessions were facilitated by 

novelist Trevor Byrne, poet Colm Keegan and poet and playwright Sarah 

Marie Griffin.   

JCSP school librarian Rebecca Ford noted that while the stu-

dents were initially shy about 

their writing, they quickly gained 

confidence and by the second 

week they were arriving with 

pages of pre-prepared work for 

discussion with the facilitators.   

Pieces of writing from all of the 

participating students were in-

cluded in the publication 

„Inklinks - New Voices from 

Clondalkin' .  A launch of this 

publication was held at the end of June at which the students read aloud from 

their work for their parents, grandparents and other family members and also signed copies of the  booklet. 

In order to build on the success of this summer initiative, 

the JCSP school librarian has set up a JCSP Writing Club 

in her library.  Club members will meet on a weekly basis 

throughout the school year. A dedicated Creative Writing 

Space is being set up for this purpose.  In addition, a Tran-

sition Year creative writing module is being piloted in the 

school this year and a Parents Writing Club is also at the 

planning stage.  

It is hoped that all of these ongoing writing initiatives will 

culminate in another Writing Summer School next year. 

  

 

“The Summer School made us recognise that there is a need amongst 
our students to develop the creative writing skills that they already 
possess”  Rebecca Ford JCSP School Librarian 

 “I've never met a more imaginative and confident group of teen writers. Each 
with their own burgeoning style and set of goals. I only wish I had more time 
with the initial group and can't wait to go back. All us mentors had to do was 
turn up!” Colm Keegan, Poet 

Poet Colm Keegan with student at the Writing  

Summer School 

Playwright Sarah Marie Griffin and Collinstown Park C.C. 

student Kayleigh Brennan  at the Writing Summer School 

COLLINSTOWN PARK COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

WRITING SUMMER SCHOOL 

 



 
PRIMARY SCHOOL LINKS 
Many JCSP Project librarians invited pupils from their local Primary Schools to take 

part in their Summer Reading Programmes.  Primary school pupils visited their lo-

cal JCSP library prior to their summer holidays where they were facilitated to bor-

row books over the summer months.  They were given book marks, reading log 

books, etc. to encourage them in their summer reading.  It is hoped that these links 

with Primary Schools will be further developed during the current school year with 

ongoing regular visits by Primary pupils to JCSP libraries - to borrow books, to attend library events, etc.  

This initiative is expected to greatly support the smooth transition from Primary to Secondary school for 

many pupils. 

COMMUNITY LINKS 

A number of JCSP Project librarians worked with local community and youth groups over the summer 

months - to assist with summer clubs, to advise on the setting up of reading corners in club venues, etc.   

Chris Stokes, JCSP librarian in St. Kilian’s Community School, Bray, Co. Wicklow worked with the 

Hi Rez Youth Centre in Bray to set up a reading area in their centre.  He advised on stock, shelving, catalogu-

ing systems, etc. Parents were asked for suitable donations and club members accompanied Chris to the local 

book shop to assist with selecting stock.  

In the CBS, James’s St., Dublin, Dympna Kiernan the JCSP librarian supported the Rialto Community 

Group with their Summer Project activities.  Dympna developed a series of worksheets to support the group‟s 

summer activities in the areas of horseriding, cookery, drama, music, etc. 

“It’s unbelievable.  I knew that some of the kids would read, but….they’re sit-
ting down and going through the Guinness Book of Records and it’s a social 
thing.  This could take over the youth club”   
Dermot O‟Brien Hi Rez Youth Centre Manager 

BETTER READING PARTNERSHIP 

The Better Reading Partnership is an intervention programme designed to improve the reading ability of stu-

dents.  Trained adults, known as Reading Partners, are paired with individual students and carry out one-to-

one reading sessions with the student for 15 minutes, at least 3 times per week.  All JCSP Project librarians 

have been trained as Reading Partners and most have now commenced implementation of the programme in 

their schools as part of an integrated approach to raise the levels of literacy achievement and supports for 

JCSP students.  In addition, most librarians  have  undertaken further training to enable them to train teach-

ers and other volunteers in their schools as Reading Partners. 

Eileen Holian, JCSP librarian in Beaufort College in Navan, continued her focussed one-to-one Better 

Reading Partnership approach during the summer break. Three students who had participated in the Reading 

Partnership programme during the school year, continued to come to the school library over 3 weeks in June.  

Eileen worked with each of these students individually for a 1 hour period each day.  The focus of her work 

was to increase each student‟s independent use of reading strategies and skills, to increase their ability to dis-

cuss texts, to improve their understanding, to increase confidence and motivation to read and to increase ac-

cess to all areas of the curriculum. 

Parents of the participating students were very supportive of this initiative with one parent volunteering to 

receive training from Eileen on the Reading Partnership approach.   



 

JCSP  

DEMONSTRATION  

LIBRARY PROJECT 

 

 Operational in 30 

schools across Ireland 

 Employs full-time    

professional librarians 

 Creative, dynamic 

learning  spaces 

 Comfortable and  excit-

ing 

 Engaging reluctant 

readers 

 Exciting collections of 

resources 

 Prioritising literacy and 

numeracy development 

 Supporting family liter-

acy 

 School wide, cross cur-

ricular approach to 

literacy and numeracy 

development 

 Outreach and support 

initiatives 

 Advice and support 

service to JCSP schools 
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