
 

A FRAMEWORK TO HELP ESTABLISH A CONTINUITY OF LEARNING PLAN 
 

1. Consider In-School communication structures 
2. Collaborate with Whole Staff to decide what we want children to learn and how they should experience learning 

given their new learning environment.  Such collaboration should focus on: 
a. Attitudes and Skills as well as Knowledge  
b. Learner Outcomes and 
c. Learner Experiences 

3. Decide when it is appropriate to communicate with each other and with families 
4. Establish good practice in relation to how and when we communicate with families 
5. How can we plan to continue to use assessment and feedback to inform learning and teaching? 

 

STEP KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR EACH STEP 

In School 
Communication 

Structure 

In the first instance schools could: 
● Consider existing communication Infrastructure and how this can be used 
● Consider existing Teacher Competence and Capacity to communicate digitally. Here is a 

link to a course which may help support teachers in this area. This may not be relevant to 
all school contexts 

Then schools might….. 
● Develop and implement an agreed approach to in-school communication for the duration 

of the school closure 
● Ensure that this approach includes and involves all teachers and raises awareness of a 

cohesive approach to communication 
● Establish norms for distance communication 

1. Good timing for staff to meet and plan together in an appropriate way 
2. Supporting each other to facilitate meetings in terms of availability of teachers 

and competence with online communication tools 
3. Point of contact to initiate staff planning meetings 
4. Responsibilities to record decisions 

Collaborate with 
Whole Staff to 

decide what we 
want children to 

learn and how 
they should 
experience 

learning given 
their new 
learning 

environment.  

What do we want children to learn and how they will experience the learning?  
Teachers may need to spend time here revising current work plans at individual class level to 
ensure the content of work is appropriate to the new learning environment. Also teachers could 
consider the amount of time to be spent on these activities as well as the context of parents 
working from home, having pupils from varying class levels, etc. 

 
Attitudes and Skills as well as knowledge 
Schools might include the following when planning for the content of distance learning work: 
 

● Development of communication skills - Consider new learning environment and impact 
on family life, family communication - planning daily schedule together, and reviewing it 
each day by talking about our daily experience, creating a family tree and showing 
relationships (aunts, uncles, cousins), communication with grandparents/family members 
abroad - letters, digital resources, postcards, video messages; Grandparents’ project or 
interview with parents about their childhood - devising questions to ask, recording 
answers, drawing images to represent answers, playing charades 

https://bit.ly/TeachOnle


● Encouraging children to help at home - including jobs like making beds, hanging out 
clothes, bringing in fuel, preparing meals in the daily routine,setting table, feeding pets 
where appropriate to their context 

● How to support others and myself - Keeping a diary, daily check in, design cards for 
grandparents, contact grandparents through telephone or through the use of digital 
technology  

● Emotional Intelligence and Empathy - awareness of others, resilience, turn taking, 
sharing, awareness of the wider world, zones of regularity, resources for emotion check 
in for children who experience difficulty regulating emotions  

● Independent Learning - long term projects as outlined in Learner Outcomes as outlined 
below, children to  research/ investigate a topic that is of interest to them individually 

● Fostering responsibility in pupils for their own learning during the school closure e.g. 
online portfolios, learning log/diary, self assessment of work e.g. two stars and a wish, 
smiley faces, portfolio of writing/art 

 
Learner Outcomes- Suggestions for schools to consider: 
Consider learner outcomes that are appropriate to the home environment -  
 

● SPHE - Myself (Personal hygiene, my strengths, profiles, skills), Myself and Others 
(Turntaking, board games, outdoor games, empathy, resilience, compromise, my family, 
family tree projects, Grandparents’ project using online/telephone interviews), Myself 
and the Wider World (Weather, signs of spring, current issues, my local environment) 

● Physical Education (Dance, Athletics, Games (online challenges, penalties, turn taking, 
soccer, penalties), Running,Outdoor games), skipping, hopscotch, 
https://www.pdst.ie/primary/healthwellbeing/distancelearning 

● Science - Personal hygiene, Signs of Spring in my environment, identifying birds in the 
garden, trees in the local environment, creating an insect hotel, growing seeds e.g. cress 
seeds 

● History - Local history (online library to support project), Grandparents’ project, Family 
tree, creating a time capsule, history project on a topic already covered 

● Geography - Signs of spring, weather charts, map of house, map of local area, map to 
school/local shop, long term project on a country/Irish mammal, awareness of local 
habitat (trees, mammals, birds, different types of houses in locality), creating an insect 
hotel, taking pictures of the local environment 

● Maths - Measures (Timetabling, cooking, food for pets), Number (Tables, digital 
resources). Investigative approaches to Maths https://nrich.maths.org/ 

● English - Writing (letter writing, diary entries, writing stories and poetry, recipes), 
Reading (Independent, read aloud, shared reading experience), Oral language (Questions 
to ask for Grandparents’ project, family tree, recount experiences - family holiday, diary 
recount, time capsule - what to include and why - use of digital libraries to support in this 
area. Use of single texts for class groupings where appropriate, use of audiobooks.  

● Gaeilge - Use of Gaeilge sa bhaile, use of TG4 and RTE to support in this area.  
● Art - leaf rubbings, tree rubbings, construction from materials at home (build a 

city/display of different houses), collage from materials in the environment (stones, 
sticks), chalk drawings outside - hopscotch, still drawing of various objects, family 
portraits, making 3D shapes or tall structures with available materials - spaghetti, 
marshmallows, recycling used boxes, photography of local environment, free painting, 
homemade instrument, virtual tour of art galleries around the world  

● Music - listening to a variety of different genres, practising instrument (if applicable), 
make an instrument from materials at home, create a dance to go with a piece of music. 

● Drama- create a play with their toys, dolls, teddybears, imaginative play, games like I Spy, 
Charades, etc.  

https://www.pdst.ie/primary/healthwellbeing/distancelearning
https://nrich.maths.org/


 
Learner Experiences 
Schools might include the following when planning for the content of distance learning work: 

● Support parents to vary learner experiences by considering independent learning 
opportunities, buddy learning among siblings, focus on integrated learning (see 
suggestions above),  etc. 

● Work may be activity based and hands on as much as possible. 
● If using technology consider the importance of directing to a specific online resource 

rather than to an online platform 
● Consider utilising the child’s home and local environment when devising learning 

activities as much as possible 
● Structure and Routine - Consider pillars of wellbeing here….including time for 

preparation and eating of food together as well as time for explicit learning, independent 
learning and collaborative learning.  Include digital technologies to support independent 
learning - audio books etc. Encourage parents to include the children when planning the 
day….pupil voice and a collaborative approach to planning will have a better impact on 
implementation and ownership 

Decide when it is 
appropriate to 
communicate 

with each other 
and with 
families 

The following norms could be agreed at a whole staff level 
 

● Agree day, time and duration of staff meeting/class group meeting with consideration for 
availability of teachers 

● Agree with staff/class group the form of communication to be used for the meeting 
● Share agenda for staff meeting/class group meeting 
● One point of contact to initiate staff planning meetings 
● One person to record decisions made and actions decided on at planning meetings 
● Agree on how the school can develop a uniform approach to communicating learning 

activities with parents who have children in a number of classes. Consider parents 
working from home here also. Consider use of a unifying theme for a class grouping, a 
unifying text for a class grouping, the use of online texts, etc. 

● Agree on an appropriate communication mode for all class levels to ensure that parents 
will not have to access a variety of platforms for different children.  

● Agree on timing and content of communication to parents and children with regards to 
learning activities. 

Establish good 
practice in 

relation to how 
and when we 
communicate 
with families 

The following norms could be agreed at a whole staff level 
 

● Consider the benefits of agreed scheduled contact times.  
● Again, consider it from the parents’ perspective - ensuring parents with children in a 

number of classes are communicated with in a uniform way  

How can we 
plan to continue 

to use 
assessment and 

feedback to 
inform learning 
and teaching? 

Through engagement with your school’s Assessment policy, schools may identify AfL and AoL 
strategies and structures that might support the continuity of learning during school closures. 
  

● Following our protocols around communication, time and content, consider the mode 
through which a pupil or student is able to engage with his/her teacher 

● What is the purpose of this engagement? 
● How will it support the continuity of Learning and Teaching? 
● How will the teacher provide feedback to the pupil, how will the pupil provide feedback 

to the teacher? 


