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Corinthian Style Helmets, 490BC, Delia Donohoe

Key Messages
Leaving Certificate Classical Studies has four interrelated Strands of study that aim to build cultural capital
and help students to appreciate and cherish the record of the classical past and how it impacts on the
present.

Classical Studies teachers engage a variety of pedagogical approaches which can be tailored to
accommodate all students’ needs in an environment which supports inquiry based teaching and learning

The use of primary sources is fundamental to the subject and promotes the development of key
skills.

The learning outcomes of the specification place the students at the centre of their learning which
encourages them to monitor and evaluate their own capacity to learn while also supporting connections
between many other Senior Cycle subjects.
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Supports provided by PDST
PDST
Supports

Seminars
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Webinars

Collaborative
Professional
Development

School Visits

PDST Website

Scoilnet

Overview of today's seminar
Reflection on National Seminar Day 1 and Collaborative 1
Session 1 Inclusion and Differentiation
9.30-11.00
Tea/Coffee Break 11.00-11.15
The Use of Primary Sources
Session 2
Teaching Complex and Controversial Issues
11.15-1.00
Learning Outcomes, Learning Intentions and Success Criteria
Lunch 1.00- 2.00
Working with Learning Outcomes
Session 3 Creating Learning Intentions and Success Criteria
2.00-3.30 PDST Collaborative 2 and Webinar
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Timeline of Support
Collaborative 2
Term 1 Dec 2021

National Seminar Day 3
Term 2 March 2022
National Seminar Day 4
Term 1 Sept 2022

Collaborative 1
Term 3 April/May 2021

Webinar 2
Term 2 Jan 2023

Collaborative 4
Term 1 Nov 2022

Webinar 1
Term 2 Jan 2022

National Seminar Day 1
Term 3 April 2021
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National Seminar Day 2
Term 1 Nov 2021

Collaborative 3
Term 3 April/May 2022
National Seminar Day 5
Term 2 March 2023

Questions?
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Leaving Certificate
Classical Studies

National Seminar Day 2
Session 1
The Colosseum, 1st Century CE, Sarah Corrigan
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By the end of this session participants will have:

reflected on the learning from National Seminar Day 1

●

examined the key tenets of inclusion and diversity and begun to develop an understanding of how
to foster an inclusive learning environment

●

considered how effective differentiation in teaching, learning and assessment can be provided

through inclusive pedagogical approaches
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Ice Breaker

Map activity
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Cave Canem Mosaic, Pompeii, 2nd Century AD, Simon Toner

Recap: National Seminar Day 1

Key Skills
Strands of Study
Strand Units
Learning Outcomes
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The Pantheon, 27BC, Simon Toner

Reflection

What are your key takeaways from National Seminar
Day 1 and Collaborative 1?
What areas would you like more support in?

Workbook Page 14

12

Pompeiian Fresco, Pompeii, Simon Toner

Unpacking the Learning Outcomes
The Strands of Study

What elements of the Strands
did you start with? Why?
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Senior Cycle Key Skills
The Key Skills Framework was
developed to provide a common,
unified approach for embedding key
skills across all Leaving Certificate
specifications.
NCCA Key Skills Framework 2009
https://ncca.ie/media/3380/ks_framework.pd

14

“These skills are identified as being important
for all students to achieve to the best of their
ability, both during their time in school and
into the future, and to fully participate in
society, in family and community life, the
world of work and lifelong learning.”
Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Specification, page 12

Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Strands
Power and
Identity

What would
that look like in
the classroom?

What might the
student be
learning
about?
The
four strands
of the specification, The world of heroes, Drama and spectacle, Power and

identity and Gods and humans, are fundamentally inter-related and learning and study related to
The
them is equally integrated.
Gods and
The world
Learner by a fully integrated
The students’ engagement
and learning are optimised
humans experience of all four
of heroes
strands.
The world
Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Specification page 10
of heroes
Drama and
spectacle
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Leaving Certificate Classical Studies
Strand
Power and
IdentityUnits

The world of heroes
❖ Characteristics and
types of heroes andThe world
of heroes
leaders
❖ Heroic Society
❖ Heroic narratives
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❖ The time of Alexander or
Caesar
❖ The political
and military
Power and
exploits of Alexander or
Identity
Caesar
❖
❖ The characterisation of
Alexander or Caesar
❖
❖ The attitudes of
Alexander and Caesar
towardsThe
foreign peoples Gods and
Learner
❖
humans
Drama and spectacle
❖ Greek tragedy
❖ The context of Greek
❖
tragedy
❖ The Colosseum, the
Drama and
Circus Maximus and
spectacle
Roman spectacle

Gods and humans
The Greek and Roman
gods
The Athenian Parthenon
and Erechtheion and the
Roman Pantheon and
Temple of Vesta
Greek and Roman
funerary practices and
afterlife
The world
Philosophical
of heroesideas
about mortality and
living well

Learning Outcomes
Strand Units

Learning Outcomes

“Statements of what a learner knows, understands and is able to do
after completion of learning”

NCCA, 2019

Specification Page 15-18
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Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Specification page 15-17

Inclusion

“addressing and responding to the diversity of needs of learners
through enabling active participation in learning, cultures, and
communities, and removing barriers to education through the
accommodation and provision of appropriate structures and
arrangements”
NCSE, 2010
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Differentiation

“Manageable tasks; ensuring all children are given tasks that match their level of ability and attainment.
“The use of strategies for differentiated learning such as adjusting the level of skills required, varying the
What
does tasks;
differentiation
look
like tasks
in yoursoclassroom?
Achievable
presenting
these
that children can demonstrate what they know, understand
amount and the nature of teacher intervention, and varying the pace and sequence of learning will allow
and are able to do and Motivating tasks; allowing children to achieve success and feel the learning
students to interact at their own level.”
experience has been worthwhile.”
The Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Specification page 14

NEPS, 2007

Menti.com
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Inclusion & Student Choice in Classical Studies
Students will choose one of the following to complete in class, they may be completed individually or
collaboratively:

a) Plan out the main points, with evidence from our sources, on the role and image of women in Greek
Learning Outcomes engaged with:
society.
2.2. Identify core themes explored in the studied Greek tragedy and how the play may have
b) Create character profiles for a woman in each Strand we have studied. Then create a Venn Diagram
reflected or challenged the social and (democratic) political norms of the audience
highlighting the similarities & differences between these women.
2.6. Explore how the characters in the studied Greek tragedy, including the Chorus, reflect social
roles inaGreek
society
c) Record
speech
you would give to a group of young women on the depiction of women in Classical

antiquity.
d) Pretend you are a journalist at a conference on the place of women in the ancient world.
Write/record an interview with a relevant woman from each Strand of study, include your questions

and what you would expect their answers to be.
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Simon Toner

Tea/Coffee Break
15 minutes
The Pantheon, 126 AD, Sarah Corrigan

Leaving Certificate
Classical Studies

National Seminar Day 2
Session 2
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Battle of Issus Mosaic, Pompeii, c. 100 B.C, Simon Toner

By the end of this session participants will have:

explored the range of primary sources relevant to the specification.
identified the fundamental use of primary sources and developed an understanding how they
promote skills such as critical analysis and evaluation.
considered and discussed the experience of teaching complex or controversial issues in Classical
Studies.
● explored the interrelated nature of the Strands of study and considered the integrated experience of
the learning outcomes in order to plan to optimise the learning for all students.
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How do we bring the Classical world into the
classroom?
As Classical Studies teachers, what primary sources do we have
available to us?
“Assess similarities and dissimilarities between the classical world and
the world of today”
How are primary sources useful for studying Classical Studies?
Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Specification Page 7

Trajan’s Column, Rome, Simon Toner
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Controversial Issues

“By learning about the diverse and complex values of
these societies, students develop the ability to form and
reflect on their own viewpoints, respect others’
What controversial
issues might
arise in based
the teaching
of
viewpoints,
and make informed
judgments
on
Classical
Studies?
critical
thinking.”

Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Specification page 6

Menti.com
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Death of Patroclus, Rome, 200-250 BC, Simon Toner

Student Testimonies
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Dialogic Teaching

How does fostering
a dialogic
helpinterest,
to
“Harnesses
the power
of talkclassroom
to engage
develop key skills in our students?
stimulate thinking, advance understanding, expand
ideas,

and

build

and

evaluate

arguments,

empowering students for lifelong learning”

Robin Alexander, 2019
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Essential Questioning
3.11: Explore what Alexander’s interactions with the Persians and Caesar’s interactions with the Gauls
suggest about their cultural ambitions and norms, and their conception of what it means to be ‘civilised’ or
‘barbarian’
Controversial issue being explored: Racism
Prompt questions:
1. What does society consider to be civilised today? Would society identify you as part of the ‘civilised’
or ‘barbarian’ group?

2. Why did Alexander & Caesar treat their Gallic & Persian counterparts so differently?
3. Have there been modern experiences of “othering”?
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Lunch 1pm - 2pm
Theatre of Epidaurus, 4th Century BC, Delia Donohoe

Leaving Certificate
Classical Studies

National Seminar Day 2
Session 3
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Akrotiri Archeological Site, 17th Century BC, Sarah Corrigan

By the end of this session participants will have:
considered the purpose and value of learning intentions and success criteria and how they promote
student independent learning
● explored the interrelated nature of the Strands of study and considered the integrated experience of
the learning outcomes in order to optimise the learning for all students

gained a deeper understanding through active engagement of how to develop learning intentions
linked to their inter-related learning outcomes
● gained a deeper understanding through active engagement of how to co-create success criteria
linked to their learning intentions
●
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gained an understanding of PDST Collaboratives and their organic and bespoke nature

Learning Intentions & Success Criteria

Learning
Outcome
“Learning outcomes provide the building
blocks for teachers to plan their teaching, learning

and assessment. Teachers can then use learning intentions and success criteria to take forward
their planning
and enable the learning outcomes
with their students”
Student to come alive in practice
“a statement,
created
“linked
to
learning
intentions.
They
are
by the teacher, that
Learning
developed by the teacher
describes clearly what
and/or
student and
the teacher wants the
NCCAthe2019
describe what success
students
to
know,
looks like. They help the
understand, and be
teacher and student to
able to do as a result of
make judgements about
learning and teaching
the quality of student
activities.”
learning.”
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Creating Learning Intentions
Learning Outcome
1.10 Critically examine Virgil’s Aeneid as a work of propaganda on behalf of Augustus
Learning Intentions
The student will:
1. Explain the concept of Propaganda.
2. Examine the political and social context in which the Aeneid was written.
3. Identify and describe the key moments of pro-Augustan propaganda found in the Aeneid.
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Success criteria
Learning Intentions

1. Explain the concept of Propaganda.
2. Examine the political and social context in
which the Aeneid was written.
3. Identify and describe the key moments of
pro-Augustan propaganda found in the
Aeneid.

Success Criteria
“Success Criteria are linked to learning intentions.
1. Verbalises/writes
a definition
for and/or the
They
are developed by
the teacher
student
and describe
looks like. They
propaganda
andwhat
gives success
one example.
help
teacher andthe
student
to make
2. the
Acknowledges
significance
of judgements
the Civil
about the quality of student learning.”
Wars on Virgil’s writing.
3. Selectspage
at least
Workbook
33 two chosen moments from
the Aeneid and explains their relevance as
tools of propaganda.

John Hattie : Success Criteria

What
is
the
value
of
developing
and
sharing
success
criteria?
What changes, if any, would you make to your previously
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created learning intentions?

Unpacking the Learning Outcomes

Strands Units

Learning Outcomes

The Strands of Study

● Select four Learning Outcomes

● Identify Action Verb & Key Skills
● List key content & learning in the classroom
● Identify primary sources/resources

● Highlight controversial issue
● Show inclusion & differentiation
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Leaving Certificate Classical Studies Specification P. 15-17

Unpacking the Learning Outcomes
Learning Outcomes
● World of Heroes - 1.9. Assess the extent to which the portrayal of women in

Homer and Virgil reflects their role in historical society
● Drama & Spectacle - 2.6. Explore how the characters in the studied Greek
tragedy, including the Chorus, reflect social roles in Greek society
● Power & Identity - 3.11. Explore what Alexander’s interactions with the Persians
and Caesar’s interactions with the Gauls suggest about their cultural ambitions
and norms, and their conception of what it means to be ‘civilised’ or ‘barbarian
● Gods & Humans - 4.7. Explore the roles, duties and expectations of the different
kinds of attendees and officials present at ceremonies associated with each
36

temple

Roman Mosaic, Pompeii, Simon Toner

Unpacking the Learning Outcomes
Key Skills - Information Processing, Critical & Creative Thinking, Communication
● Select four Learning Outcomes
Key● Content
towards
Identify- Social
Actionattitudes
Verb & Key
Skills women in the ancient world: The
Odyssey/The Aeneid/ Alexander the Great and Euripides’ Medea
● List key content & learning in the classroom
● Identify primary
Methodologies
- Think,sources/resources
Pair, Share, Placemat activity, Jigsaw activity
● Highlight controversial issue
Primary Sources - Medea by Euripides, Arrian & Plutarch on Alexander, Homer’s
● Show inclusion & differentiation
Odyssey/ Coins of Alexander/ Vase depictions of Medea
Controversial Issues - Role & treatment of women, slavery, “othering”
Inclusion & Differentiation- Learners are actively involved in their own learning,
Mixed ability groupings
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Statue of Athena, Naples, Simon Toner

Unpacking the Learning Outcomes
The Strands of Study

What elements of the Strands
did you start with? Why?
Would you alter your approach
after today?

38

Reflecting on the Key Messages
Leaving Certificate Classical Studies has four interrelated Strands of study that aim to build cultural capital
and help students to appreciate and cherish the record of the classical past and how it impacts on the
present.

Classical Studies incorporates a variety of pedagogical approaches that are tailored to all students’
needs and supports learners to engage in inquiry based learning
The use of primary sources is fundamental to the subject and promotes the development of key
skills.

The learning outcomes of the specification place the students at the centre of their learning which
encourages them to monitor and evaluate their own capacity to learn while also supporting connections
between many other Senior Cycle subjects.
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Collaboratives

●

Take place across the three year cycle of support

●

Collaborate and discuss ideas/issues

● Develop an understanding of teaching and learning practices
topics familiar
from National
Seminar
Day 2 would you like to
●What
Become
with the
new terminology
explore further?
● Gain confidence

Menti.com
William Westmore Story

Thank you
Go raibh maith agaibh
σας ευχαριστώ

Gratias Vobis

Evaluation https://tinyurl.com/294kr2tb

Mailing List

Colosseum, Rome, 70-80 A.D., Simon Toner

