
Ask me open ended questions! 
 

I like when I'm asked open questions and can give
different answers rather than just "yes" and "no". 

 
I like when I get to answer and ask questions. Sometimes I

ask questions to make sure I understand something
(clarification) or I can use 'because' sentences to explain

what I mean (justification). 

Critical 
Literacy 

 
Critical literacy should be viewed as a lens, 

               frame, or perspective for teaching , across 
      the curriculum rather than as a topic to be covered. 

 
A school culture that encourages curiosity and wonder, querying and
questioning will ensure critical thinking and literacy skills becomes an

integral part of each pupil’s development 
through classroom practice 

across all subjects. 
 
 

Let me speak!
 

I enjoy when my teacher shows us
how to give our opinions in a nice

way.
 

My teacher also shows us how to
ask questions about other peoples

work, thoughts and ideas in a
friendly manner too.  

 

My classroom culture 
matters

 
Do I value the power of

relationships and interactions in
my classroom? 

 
Is my classroom a respectful

positive environment? 
 

What's in a question, you ask?
Everything.

It is a way of evoking
stimulating response or

stultifying inquiry.  
It is, in essence, the very core

of teaching.  
John Dewey



Author's purpose
Asking children to consider why the
author wrote the text can be very

powerful. 
 

Ask children to consider the influence the
author is trying to gain by persuading,
entertaining, informing or instructing

them.

Build a wildlife park
Get out your child’s themed toys (such as animal figurines),  a large piece of

paper, and colouring tools.
 

 Explain that they have to design a zoo, but they have to sort the animals into
appropriate categories, so that it’s easier to keep them happy and fed. 

 
Allow time to sort the animals by colouring and creating the  homes on the paper.

Create a dinner menu
Give children a list of about twenty food options
(ranging from vegetables, pasta, fruit, ice-cream,

and anything else you want). 
 

Explain that you want the meal to be as healthy as
possible, and have your child choose only four items
from the list. Give them an opportunity to justify their

answers. 

True or false
Give simple statements to

children and ask if it is true or
false and allow them the
opportunity to justify their
answer. Is it good to swim
outdoors while it’s raining,
thundering and lightning?

Exploring multiple perspectives
 

Using two or more texts, children can explore
familiar and unfamiliar texts from different

perspectives. 
 

Children can place themselves in the text and
imagine how different characters were thinking
and feeling, comparing and contrasting their

actions and experiences. 
 

The chosen text could be a picture book,
wordless picture books, podcasts, images,

videos, song lyrics or a mix of texts. 

Switching
Switching is a way to get children to look at a
text from a different perspective. Read a text.
Ask children to imagine how the text would be
different if some of the main features of the text

were switched. 
 

For example, how might the story of Little Red
Riding Hood be different if the main character
was a boy? Switching can also happen with a

theme, setting, clothing, emotion, ethnicity/race,
language or relationship.

Graphic novels
Provide the children with a page of a
comic book with the text removed.

Explore the pictures with the children
looking for ‘clues’. Ask the children to fill
in what they think the characters are

saying in the speech bubbles.

Graphic novel character design
Give a variety of images and portraits of the different heroes and villains from graphic novels. 

 
Discuss the trademarks or key features of each character: their body type, colours used, their

expressions, and their clothing to depict the character. 
 

Discuss who the hero or villain is biased solely on the images and why. Do they notice anything about
the way characters are portrayed? 



The Power of Advertisements  (examples in the Padlet below)
Encourage children to predict what an advertisement is about .

 
Choose an ad and discuss the brand and details shown. 

Use open ended questions to discuss what the children think the ad
is about.

 

Graffiti Activity
The graffiti activity provides children with

opportunities to collaboratively brainstorm ideas,
express their opinions and understanding about a
piece of text and make connections to their prior

knowledge and experiences. 
 

Select 4 or 5 images to place around the room with
a  blank page and markers beside each text.

Children move around the room and record their
ideas on the blank page. 

 
 You can also apply this approach to a variety of
texts including poetry, short stories, extracts etc.

 
Carrington (2003, pg 92) suggests that toys are a
text - that is, one such medium for transporting a

message across time and place” and so toys can be
used as a text in this activity. Carrington is referring
to the message being transmitted by the Bratz dolls,

in particular Diva Starz utterances.

 
 

Check out our QR code for
access to a Critical Literacy
Padlet for more ideas and

supports. 

Céisteanna
What do you see?

What do you think this is selling?
What do you think was the rationale for

this particular imagery?
What assumptions could be made from

this text? 

MediaWise
 MediaWise is a free Irish literacy

resource designed to support children
to make sense of the digital world and

develop the critical literacy skills
needed to take full control of the
changing media forms at their

disposal. 
 

https://www.safefood.net/mediawise

Lessons and Resources:
Junior and Senior Infants

1st and 2nd class
3rd and 4th class
5th and 6th class

https://www.safefood.net/mediawise

