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Interaction from Participants
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Poll/Menti/ Chat box Throughout the webinar

Questions
If you have a question during the webinar, 
please click Q&A at the bottom of the screen 
and type in your question to the chat box

Evaluation Form End of session

Resources referenced in 
Webinar

PDST Website, Literacy at Home and Scoilnet
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Padlett
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Critical Literacy Skills

The Primary 
Language 

Curriculum  
recognises the 
importance of 

developing critically 
literate learners.

‘Texts’
can be used to develop 

critical 
literacy skills and 

dispositions. 
‘aspire towards a fully 
conscious and critical 
life’ President Higgins 

(2021)

Social 
interactions 

within a 
dialogic 

classroom 
can foster a 

critically 
literate 

environment.

Teaching and 

learning 

about critical 

literacy  and 

digital media 

literacy is a 

life-long 

journey.

Key Messages



What is Critical Literacy?
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Poll Results
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Critical Literacy is
an integral part 
of classroom 
practice.  

It equips pupils with  life  
skills  and dispositions  to 
gain insight, 
understanding and 
acceptance and to 
become “active, 
thoughtful and critical 
contributors to the world 
in which they live”  
PLC  Chpt 6 pg 49.

Critical Literacy as a lens for learning 



Critical Literacy in the Primary Language Curriculum 
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Critical Literacy moves beyond the traditional concepts “of 
understanding what we read...to analyse who and what the 

text represents” pg. 49

Teachers can :
Consider the texts
Model dialogic talk

Provide socially interactive learning experiences.

Chapter 6. The Primary Language Curriculum in Practice
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Critical readers not only understand what they read they question it

Critical readers…
analysing, comparing, 
and assessing the 
content of the text… 
not only passively 
receive the 
information
but also actively give 
responses. 
Rini (2018)



What is text ?

Text includes all products of language use; oral, gesture, 
sign, written, Braille, visual, tactile, electronic and digital.
(Primary Language Curriculum, 2019  p 59).
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No text is neutral
(Dallacqua and Low, 2019).



13



Fostering Critical Literacy in the Classroom

The teacher has to have a role but not a role of taking over 

(Cleovoulou, 2018).

Positions the teacher in  a challenging space. It removes certainty from the teacher and the learner 

(Hall, 1998).

Requires a safe inclusive classroom culture

(Roche, 2015).
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Building a Class Culture of Critical Literacy
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Ground
Rules
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Critical literacy and  a dialogic classroom

A new literacy handbook.
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Social Interactions in the classroom



Think, Pair Share. 

Mirror or Window ?
How does the character respond to the challenge?
What advice would you give to the character?
I wonder how  the story  be different if told through 

another characters eyes?
How has  this  story  changed the way I think ?

Action: What can we do to make a positive 

change?

Social interactions to facilitate pupils to explore Picture Books.   

18

LO 12 Oral Language: Description , prediction and 
reflection

…evaluate actions, events , processes, feelings and 
experiences relating to a wide range of real and
imaginary texts.
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LO6 Oral language
Demonstration of understanding
Demonstrate understanding by listening actively to, 
analysing, comparing and evaluating conversations and 
texts in a range of genres and across other languages 
where appropriate.

Social interactions to develop a critically literate disposition with 
media literacy.

Graffiti Activity
When you look at this image how does it make  you 

feel?
What story is this image trying to tell?

What type of message is the author trying to convey ?

Action: What can we do to make a positive 

change?
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Social interactions to interrogate perspectives in Children’s 
Literature.

LO2 Writing
Motivation and choice

Evaluate and critically choose appropriate 
tools, strategies, content and topics to 
create a text in a variety of genres across the 
curriculum for a variety of purposes and 
audiences

LO7  Reading
Purpose, genre and voice

‘Respond to the aesthetic, creative and 
imaginative aspects of a wide range of texts in 
various genres across the curriculum and 
defend their preferences and opinions’ 

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS ON TEXT

What if I found myself in a similar situation ?    

How has this story highlighted the things I 

value in my life?

If you could talk to the author what 

questions or comments would you have?

Action: I wonder how we could  help to 

change this situation?
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L.O. 8  Reading.
Response and author’s intent.

Compare, contrast and 
critically reflect on the intent 
of different authors and 
discuss various 
interpretations of text in a 

wide range of genres’

Social interactions to encourage pupils to become
‘ active, thoughtful and critical contributors to the world in which 
they live.’

E-Bulletin 3
Use a short animated film 

to  develop a critically 
literate disposition.

Placemat Activity
How is this text relevant to me?

How does  the  character’s actions affect other 

people in the story?

I wonder how the character responded to the 

challenge he/she faced?

What did I learn about myself ?

Action: What can we do to make a positive 

change?
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Pose a simple open question for your learners as they view this 
image to introduce them to Critical Literacy.

Learning in other curriculum 

areas offers rich potential for 

the meaningful and critical 

application of language and 

literacy skills. Engaging 

children in inquiry in another 

subject gives an authentic 

context for development in 

oral language, reading and 

writing.

(Primary Language 

Curriculum, 2019, pg. 48)  
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Critical Literacy and Picture Books

Pictures and picture books are an important part of 
the meaning making process

Reading pictures is just as complex,
perhaps more complex, than print: 
It can also be just as rewarding as 
reading print
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Developing Critical Literacy Skills

Themes

Please type a theme 
you could use from this 
story into the Chat Box
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/13L3VXmlsIW9e2Sdr6mNKXeqCMyPka2hi/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/13L3VXmlsIW9e2Sdr6mNKXeqCMyPka2hi/view
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Themes: A shelter in our Car

Homelessness

Social Class

Poverty

Bullying

Race

Relationships

Unemployment

Kindness

Education
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Online Support Materials

Picturebooks

Wordless 
Books
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BHH -BOOK HEAD HEART 

Book
What is the text about? 
What is the author trying to tell me??

Head
What am I thinking about this text?
Has my thinking changed? 

Heart 
What am I feeling now?
What did I learn about myself, about others?

Disrupting Thinking 
Why HOW we read

Matters
Beers, Kylene, Robert E. 

Probst, 2017
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False information

“I can understand perfectly 
how the report of my illness 
got about, I have even heard 
on good authority that I was 

dead. The report of my 
death was an exaggeration”
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Fake news or False information
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hwww.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/how-finland-is-fighting-fake-news-in-the-classroom/



34

34

Have I got fake news for you
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vStop, Think and Check

STAD/STOP: 

We can be  hooked by a 
shocking or sensationalist 

headlines.

SMAOINIGH/THINK: 

Many websites publish 
tongue in cheek or 

satirical stories.

AMHARC/CHECK: 

Fake news articles  or 

scamming sites use domain 

names that are very similar 

to well known sites

www.medialiteracyireland.ie
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4 topics
4 levels

Links: Webwise
HTML Heroes

New Irish  resource 
published in 2021

Mediawise  
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Kick start change
The Five Fives Model

3838

Five minutes

Five days

Five weeks

Five months

Five years
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Teaching our Children to 
become critically literate will 
“ensure our young people 
have access to an education 
that can inspire them to play 
their part in the crafting of a 
better and more inclusive 
world.”

A Final Reflection…...
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Slán agus beannacht. Tá súil 
againn gur bhain sibh taithneamh 

agus tairbhe as an tseimineár 
gréasáin.



Thank you for joining us
Go raibh míle maith agaibh!

Supporting Children to become Critically Literate 
Learners
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