
Repeated Reading through Readers Theatre  
 

Readers theatre provides an authentic purpose for repeated reading with the incentive to practise all aspects of 

expressive reading; phrasing, volume, pace and pitch. 

  

 

 

1. Teacher models fluent reading of the script to familiarise the pupils with the text, 

activate prior knowledge and to foster excitement. Teacher encourages questions and 

discussion about the script as well as identifying and analysing unknown vocabulary. A 

shared reading approach can be used where pupils follow along in their text. 
 

2. Pupils choral read the script along with the teacher.  Still using a whole class setting, 

with echo reading, pupils echo back a section the teacher reads, mimicking his or her 

pacing and inflections allowing a focus on specific or perhaps challenging parts for 

expression or phrasing. Pupils are encouraged to read the script at home. 
 

3. Pupils are given the opportunity to engage in practice with a buddy or small group 

each providing specific feedback using success criteria shared.  Pupils are encouraged 

to read the script at home. 
 

4. Repeated reading and practice.  Make the repeated reads authentic. What is the 

focus? Are we concentrating on improving conveying the characters’ feelings, 

improving pace, volume etc. 
 

5. Share for an audience, this can take many forms and your audience could be another 

group in the class, another class, school assembly or parents.  

 

1. Teacher reads script 
aloud modelling fluent 

reading

2. Choral reading  and 
Echo reading of the 

script

3. Pupils try the script 
out in small groups 

4. Parts are given, 
scripts highlighted and 

practiced

5. Share for an 
audience

Readers Theatre in action in a school in Co. Clare. 

https://pdst.ie/node/292 

Creating Scripts 

Pupils are also a source of scripts, children can create a script drawing on a topic in 

history, geography or science or can write a script based on a text they love.  This 

fosters motivation and buy in.  

 

 
Select 

Script 



 

  

  

 

Possible linkage to other Learning Outcomes: 

Oral Language/ Teanga ó Bhéal 

 Learning Outcome 3: Social conventions and awareness of others / Toradh Foghlama 3: 

Gnásanna sóisialta agus feasacht ar dhaoine eile 

 

Reading/ Léitheoireacht 

Learning Outcome 7: Purpose, genre and voice/ Toradh Foghlama 7 Cuspóir, seánra agus 

guth 

Learning Outcome 9: Comprehension/ Toradh Foghlama 9: Tuiscint 

 

Possible Extension -Script Writing: 

Writing/Scríbhneoireacht 

Learning Outcome 2: Motivation and choice/Toradh Foghlama 2 Inspregadh agus rogha 

Learning Outcome 6:  Purpose, genre and voice/Toradh Foghlama 6 Cuspóir, seánra agus 

guth 

Learning Outcome 7. Writing Process and Creating text/Toradh Foghlama 7 Próiseas na 

scríbhneoireachta agus ag cruthú téacs 

 

Readers Theatre Links 

Seomra Ranga    Aaron Shep    Scoil Dramaíocht 

Teaching Heart   The Best Class    Fiction Teachers 

 

 

Building Up to Readers Theatre 

For some readers showing expression and changing their voice can be a 

daunting experience, we can build up to it with simple drama tasks on 

conveying emotions. 

(Activity can be done as a whole class group or in small groups if the 

pupils are particularly shy or reluctant) 

-Cards with quotation sentences (can be from a class novel) printed and 

placed in a jar. Eg. “The window has been broken again”.   “Quick, come 

look, it’s snowing” 

Children can take turns in selecting a sentence and read it to the rest of 

the group using expression in their face and voice to convey the 

appropriate emotion, the rest of their group can guess which emotion 

the reader was trying to convey. 

Variation: To add a little fun, teacher can add cards, each with an 

emotion word, to the jar. Have pupils select at random both a sentence 

and emotion card. The rest of the group can guess the emotion and 

decide if it was a good match for their sentence or not! 

 

Scripts can be colour coded for younger readers, for some pupils it can help with 

coming in on their turn 

https://www.seomraranga.com/links/arts-links/drama-links/
http://www.aaronshep.com/rt/index.html
https://www.scoildramaiocht.ie/scripteanna/
http://www.teachingheart.net/readerstheater.htm
http://www.thebestclass.org/rtscripts.html
http://www.fictionteachers.com/classroomtheater/theater.html


Readers Theatre: A Powerful Match with Podcasts           

In the quest to meaningfully utilise and integrate technology, teachers seek to match well researched 

literacy strategies with technological tools that enhance the strategy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

• Podcasting, as a purely aural medium, is an ideal means to 

authentically integrate technology with the fluency strategy readers 

theatre, widen the pupils’ audience while maintaining the integrity of 

the readers theatre goals of fluency and comprehension. 

 

• Podcasts lend themselves to cross curricular links, giving SESE topics an 

authentic purpose with pupils creating their own Podcasts. There are a 

variety of podcasting apps available, depending on which platform you 

opt to use. One of which is Anchor by apple which is a free app, very 

easy to use.  Pupils can record their podcast, edit it and add music and 

jingles. Others used regularly are Ferrite,  Opinion,  WeVideo and 

GarageBand. 

 

 

Plan
Pupils need to plan 
their idea or topic

and create their 
script

Practice
Pupils engage in 
repeated reading 
for a few days 
through practice in 
their group and at     
home 

Record 
Pupils work in their 
groups using the 
area where 
podcasting 
equipment is wet 
up

Share 
(upload)

Pupils share with 
an audience 
through uploading 
to their school 
website or blog or 
another site online

Vasinda, Sheri & Mcleod, Julie. (2011) 

Repeated reading through a Podcast experience 

can 

-provide all readers with a successful reading    

experience. 

 -foster confidence, listening and speaking skills.   

-encourage motivation with writing opportunities. 

Linkage: Writing/ 

Scríbhneoireacht 

Scríobh script 

simplí  i ngrúpaí i 

nGaeilge nó i 

mBéarla.  

Ensure children are 

familiarised by  

listening to a some 

podcasts and 

discussing the 

format together as 

a class. 


