Edmodo
Instruction Manual
Incorporating Junior Cycle Key Skills,
School Self-Evaluation and suggested
teaching strategies
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Introduction to Edmodo
What is Edmodo?
Edmodo is a free social learning platform for teachers, students and also parents. It offers a safe and
easy way for students and teachers to exchange ideas, share content or information and access
homework.
Why use Edmodo?
One of the benefits of Edmodo is that it is a closed environment which requires no personal
information from students. Students can only join at the invitation of their teacher and require a
group code or URL to join a class. All communication is archived by the teacher and no private chat
is allowed between students.
Suggested Teaching Strategies
 Teachers can start discussions with individual students or groups. Students can critically
engage with questions posed and can easily access the knowledge of other class member.
Student knowledge of a topic can be gauged by the teacher
 Past class discussions can be later referred to and used as a revision tool for students
 Post links to what previous students have completed through Edmodo such as
presentations, videos, photos and podcasts
 Post “how to” videos from YouTube to help students when they are doing their homework
at home
 Set up monthly calendars in advance indicating holidays, assignments, tests, upcoming
events
 The poll feature can be useful as an Assessment for Learning tool or as an exit ticket from
the class
 Teachers can create badges to motivate and reward students
 Edmodo can facilitate a flipped classroom as notes, links, presentations and useful videos
can be quickly and easily shared with students. This is particularly useful if a student is
absent for a significant period of time due to illness
Joining Edmodo as a Teacher
Go to https://www.edmodo.com/ If you don’t already have an account, click on “I’m a Teacher”.
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Enter your details in the spaces provided, then click “Sign Up”. Remember to keep a note of your
password.

You will automatically be brought to the “Home” screen. When you initially sign up and log on, this
will be empty, but as you join and create groups and join Edmodo communities, this will fill up with
updates each day.

Joining a Group
You will begin by joining a group that has been set up for Business teachers. Click on the + icon in
the “Groups” tab and select “Join” from the menu that appears. Enter the join code given to you by
the instructor. As a member of a group, you can answer polls, take assignments and post to the
group wall (if the teacher gives you permission). The group that has been set up for you will allow
you to share and exchange ideas with teachers of the Business suite of subjects throughout Ireland.
Another group you may wish to join is “Edmodo Teachers Ireland”. Click on
http://tinyurl.com/edmodoireland to request permission to join.
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Building your Profile
Improve your profile on Edmodo by adding a photo (or avatar) of yourself, connecting with other
teachers you know, creating groups that your students join, uploading commonly used files to the
library and joining professional learning communities on Edmodo.

Creating a Group
You will set up separate groups for each class you teach. Click the + icon in the “Groups” tab and
select “Create” from the menu that appears.

Name your group. Tip: don’t say 1st Year Business Studies, as next year they will be 2nd years and you
will have a new group of 1st years, which will be confusing. A good idea is to name the class after the
year they enter the school or the year they will complete their exam, e.g. 1st years who joined the
school in 2013 could be called “Business Studies 2013” or “Business Studies class of 2016”. Select a
grade (this follows the American grade system, you may select a range, e.g. 8th – 10th would be
equivalent to Junior Cycle). Subject area: select “All”. Click “Create”, enter the expected group size
and then select “Finish”.
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Students will need to have the “Group Code” to join your group. This code is only valid for 14 days.
After this, students will no longer be able to join the group using this code and will have to use the
“Join URL” instead, which you will find if you select the second tab.
When you have created groups for your classes, you can share the “Group Code” with your students
and have them sign up for Edmodo.
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Joining as a Student
Students go to https://www.edmodo.com/ and click on “I’m a Student”.

They will need to enter their group join code and their own details in the spaces provided, then click
“Sign Up”. Remind them to keep a record of their username and password.

Posting on Edmodo
There are a number of options when posting on Edmodo. The first option is to upload a “Note”.
This could be a discussion question which students will answer. This is a good way for students to
show what they know about a topic. They can search previous posts to revise a topic. Class debates
can be started using the “Note” feature. Students can’t privately post to another student, all
responses are viewable by everyone who is a member of the group. Files (notes/presentations) and
links to websites can be shared with students in a note.
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An “Alert” is a short note, which will be written in bold text to highlight an urgent or important piece
of information. There is a 140 character limit on an alert. Alerts are useful as reminders of class
events or upcoming tests.

An assignment can be given a title and description for students as well as a due date. This is ideal for
setting homework. Once an assignment has been created, it can subsequently be re-used with other
classes. This is useful if you frequently give similar projects to your first year students, e.g. designing
a poster on “The Clever Consumer”.

Quizzes/tests can easily be created using the “Quiz” option. These quizzes/tests are mainly selfcorrecting and allow a time limit and a range of question types, e.g. multiple choice, true/false,
matching, fill in the blank and short answer. While “short answer” questions are not self-correcting,
the teacher can easily grade these questions quickly and assign a mark for them. Records of student
grades can be kept in Edmodo or exported to a spreadsheet (see overleaf: Tracking Student
Progress). Previously created quizzes can be easily loaded and re-used with different classes.

The poll option facilitates instant feedback from students and is a useful Assessment for Learning
(AfL) tool. It can also be used to gauge student understanding of a topic (traffic lighting) or to plan
future lessons based on student feedback.
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See an example of feedback from a poll.

Tracking Student Progress
Student progress can be easily monitored by clicking on the “Progress” icon.

Clicking “Export” will allow you to save this information in an Excel spreadsheet.
Click on an individual student to enter their grade, percentages are automatically calculated.
Click on the Badges tab.
Badges can be awarded to students to reward them for work, effort, etc. Edmodo has eight preloaded badges, e.g. good question, hard worker, participant, perfect attendance. Teachers can
easily create their own badges to reflect their own student/subject requirements.
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Creating a Badge
If you would like to create your own individual badges, select “Progress” and click “My Student
Badges” from the menu that appears.

Select “Add a new badge!”.

Name the badge you wish to create, give it a brief description and then upload a suitable image.
When you have completed this, click “Create Badge”.
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Edmodo Support
Edmodo support is available 24 hours a day. Click on “Me” on the right hand side of the screen and
click “Help” from the menu that appears.

Type your question in the search box, or alternatively read the FAQs.

Useful Links
Digital citizenship: http://blog.edmodo.com/2012/09/19/download-the-digital-citizenship-starterkit-from-edmodo-common-sense-media/
Edmodo Blog: http://blog.edmodo.com/
Edmodo Guide: http://techtools4teaching.wikispaces.com/Edmodo
Help Center: http://help.edmodo.com/
How to get started: http://www.scribd.com/full/52581150?access_key=key-mae4go653bbr23s94co
How to use Edmodo: http://help.edmodo.com/ideas
Parent Resource: http://www.slideshare.net/scheeler/edmodo-parent-presentation
Teacher roll out resources: http://help.edmodo.com/teachers/teacher-rollout-resources/
Webinars: http://help.edmodo.com/teachers/webinars/
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Edmodo and Key Skills
“Learners need a wide range of skills to help them face the
many challenges presented to them in today’s world. They
develop specific skills in their subjects and other courses. But
there is also a more general set of skills that are needed to
support learners in their personal, social and work lives. We
refer to these as the key skills of junior cycle. As learners
develop each of the key skills in an integrated way they will
also become better learners.” NCCA, Key Skills of Junior
Cycle, 2013
The key skills for the Junior Cycle that students will develop
using Edmodo are:
Skill

Element

Managing
Information and
Thinking

Being curious

Learning Outcomes
Students can…
 Ask questions to probe more deeply

Gathering, recording,
organising and evaluating
information and data

 Recognise what I already know and the
wide range of information available to me
 Analyse information and data presented
in a variety of forms
 Evaluate the quality of that information
and data and their sources
 Make judgements about how valid and
reliable that information is
 Prepare and organise information and
data so that it makes sense to me and
others

Thinking creatively and
critically

 Question ideas and assumptions, both
their own and other peoples’
 Make connections between what they
already know and new information
 Adjust their thinking in light of new
information

Managing my learning

 Reflect on and review their own progress
 Use a range of tools to help manage
learning

Using ICT and digital media to
access, manage and share
content

 Source, share and evaluate information
that I find in different technologies and
digital media formats
 Use digital tools to expand my thinking
and source information
 Use different technologies and media
tools to give and receive feedback
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Skill

Element

Staying Well

Being confident

Communicating

Being Creative

Learning Outcomes
Students can…
 Communicate opinions and beliefs with
confidence in a variety of ways
 Contribute to decision making within the
class and group
 Stand apart from the crowd when needed

Being positive about learning

 Find enjoyment and fun in learning
 Stick with things and work them through
until they succeed

Being responsible, safe and
ethical in using digital
technology

 Respect the rights and responsibilities of
others in using digital technology

Discussing and debating

 Participate confidently in class discussion
 Present their point of view and be able to
explain and support it
 Respond to opposite arguments
constructively

Using digital technology to
communicate

 Use digital technology creatively to
present, interact with and share ideas for
different audiences
 Make decisions about how best to
communicate for particular purposes
 Be respectful and responsible in their
digital and online communications

Imagining

 Use different ways of learning to help
develop their imagination

Exploring options and
alternatives

 Seek out different viewpoints and
perspectives and consider them carefully

Implementing ideas and taking
action

 Test out ideas
 Evaluate different ideas and actions

Stimulating creativity using
digital technology

 Be innovative and creative in using digital
technology to learn, think and express
myself
 Explore the possibilities of mixing
different technologies and digital media
to help me reflect, problem solve and
present ideas
 Reflect, problem solve and present ideas
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Skill

Element

Managing Myself

Knowing myself
Making considered decisions
Setting and achieving personal
goals
Being able to reflect on my
learning

Using digital technology to
manage myself and my
learning
Working With
Others

Developing good relationships
and resolving conflict

Learning with others

Working with others through
digital technology

Learning Outcomes
Students can…
 Express opinions and feelings
appropriately
 Listen to different perspectives when
considering my opinions
 Ask for help and know where to go when
help is needed
 Receive and make use of feedback on
learning
 Assess their own learning and suggest
ways that it can be improved
 Use different technologies to plan,
manage and engage in learning
 Express, share and present opinions
through the use of digital technology
 Share ideas honestly and with sensitivity
 Show respect for different positions and
different points of view
 Give and receive praise and criticism
constructively
 Work in pairs and larger groups to help
each other when we are learning
 Help other students to understand and
solve problems
 Recognise that many different people can
support my learning and know how to get
that support
 Demonstrate collaborative learning using
digital technology
 Use digital technology to participate in
collaborative learning and communication
spaces
 Respect the rights and feelings of others
when using digital media

Edmodo and School Self Evaluation
“School Self Evaluation (SSE) empowers a school community
to affirm good practice, to identify areas that merit
improvement and to decide upon actions that should be
taken to bring about improvements in these areas…. SSE
enriches the learning and teaching experience for the benefit
of all concerned.” School Self Evaluation Guidelines for PostPrimary Schools, 2012. The evaluation themes and subthemes to which they relate are set out on the left.
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The guidelines set out sample evaluation criteria related to each evaluation theme and sub-theme to
help schools develop their school self-evaluation process. The relevant evaluation criteria to the use
of Edmodo as a teaching and learning resource are listed below for each of the three themes:
Theme
Learner
Outcomes

Sub-theme
Attainment of
subject and
programme
objectives

Evaluation Criteria
Knowledge,
understanding and
skills

Attitude and
dispositions
Literacy and
numeracy

Learner
Learning
Experiences environment

Students’
engagement in
learning

Resources
(including ICT)

Active learning

Collaborative and
independent
learning
Other learning
experiences
Attitudes

Learning to learn

Equality of
opportunity
Assessment for
learning
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Quality Statement(s)
The students skills for self-fulfilment and
promotion of self-confidence to enable
students to participate as active and
responsible adults are developed, as well
as skills in critical thinking and
communicating
Students enjoy their learning of the
subject and are motivated to learn
The overall attainment of the students
with regard to each of the following
literacy skills is improving or remains at a
high standard: reading, writing, critical
appreciation of digital media
Students have access to appropriate
library resources
ICT is available in classroom and other
learning settings
Individual students and groups of
students have access to ICT to support
their learning and to enable them to
become active learners
The students are enabled to engage
actively in their learning
There is a balance between teacher input
and student participation
Opportunities are provided for students
to report on and explain their learning
Students reflect on the activity and thus
consolidate the learning that has taken
place
Students are given purposeful and
frequent opportunities to engage in
independent learning
Students are provided with a wide range
of non-classroom based activities
Students enjoy their learning and are
motivated to learn
All students are encouraged equally to
participate in lessons
The students are involved in monitoring
their own progress in learning
The students are taught to reflect
constructively on their work

Theme
Sub-theme
Learner
Learning to learn
experiences

Evaluation Criteria
Skills

Personal
organisation

ICT skills in learning

Teachers’
practice

Preparation for
teaching

Resources

Assessment

Teaching
approaches

Focus of learning

Approaches

Differentiation
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Quality Statement(s)
Teachers independently and
collaboratively prepare lessons that
develop learners’ skills and dispositions to
learning
JC: managing myself, wellbeing,
communicating, being creative, working
with others, managing information and
thinking
SC: information processing, being
personally effective, communicating,
critical and creative thinking, working with
others
The students are enabled to study,
organise homework, revise, summarise,
present their work to others, answer
questions on their work
Students are taught across a range of
subjects and programmes, including
literacy and numeracy to use ICT to
present and illustrate their work, organise
and produce information, express ideas,
develop, support and extend their
learning
Necessary and relevant resources,
materials and equipment are identified
and sourced in advance of lessons
Teachers plan for how they are going to
assess the students’ learning and take
account of assessment for learning and
assessment of learning approaches
Attention is given to the consolidation of
student learning during and at the end of
the lesson, and to the development and
application of knowledge and skills
Subject-appropriate teaching and learning
methodologies with a focus on active
learning are used
A range of subject-appropriate
approaches is used including
encouragement of the student’s personal
and creative response to the subject
Teachers vary content, activities,
methodology and resources and take into
account the range of interests, needs and
experience of the students
Clear lower-order and higher-order
questions are posed and these stimulate
student response

Theme
Teachers’
practice

Sub-theme
Teaching
approaches

Evaluation Criteria
Resources

Assessment

Management of
students

Interactions

Organisation of
activities

Assessment

Assessment in
practice

Assessment
records
Communication of
progress
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Quality Statement(s)
Students are enabled to use relevant and
necessary resources (including ICT) to
support their learning
Assessment for learning is embedded in
classroom practice (sharing learning
intention with students, establishing
assessment criteria, feedback)
Assessment outcomes are systematically
analysed and used to inform subsequent
learning experiences for students
Teacher-student, student-student and
student-teacher interactions are
respectful
Students’ efforts and their achievements
are affirmed
There is order and structure in the way
activities are organised
Opportunities are provided for active
learning followed by reflection and
discussion, independent learning and
collaborative learning
Active learning activities are
complemented by co-curricular and nonclassroom based activities
A range of assessment approaches
including assessment for learning (AfL)
and assessment of learning (AoL) is used
to evaluate students’ understanding and
progress and achievement of expected
learning outcomes in each subject area
Students are involved in the assessment
of their work and progress through selfassessment
Students’ work, including non-written and
written work is regularly monitored and
corrected
Students are provided with constructive
feedback on their learning
Teaching and learning are amended in the
light of feedback
Teachers check students’ understanding
during and at the end of lessons
The gathering of information on students’
learning is timely and happens at regular
intervals
Students are provided with meaningful
feedback on their work to improve their
learning

