
Getting to know your pupils

Knowing your pupils and letting them know you can have a big impact on their motivation. There are many methods that teachers use 
during the school day including conferences, observations, conversations and children’s writing. Other ideas are explored below.

Sharing tidbits of personal information 
about yourself including your interests, 
feelings and experiences can build a 
sense of trust with the children. 

‘Miss Malarkey doesn’t live in Room 10’ 
by Judy Finchley addresses some 
misperceptions about teachers. 

A useful resource for getting to know 
children with autism is As I Am.

Donald Graves, an expert in the area of literacy, was a big 
advocate of spending time getting to know the learners. He 
suggested the following ‘litmus’ test for teachers:

1. Create a table with three columns on word/excel/paper.
2. In the first column write the names of the children in 

your class from memory (even this in itself is 
interesting… who did you remember first? Who did you 
struggle to remember?).

3. In the middle column, write something about each of 
the pupils other than their schoolwork e.g. Joe is a big 
Man United supporter.

4. In the third column, put a tick if you have talked with 

the child about the topic in the second column. This can 

help us to recognise how well we know the children or 

perhaps even more importantly, whether they feel their 

teacher knows them.

●

Many teachers will also be familiar with the NEPS resources: My thoughts 
about school checklist (p. 98) and How do you feel (p. 99). Parents can support 
you in getting to know pupils particularly if they are younger or they have 
difficulty communicating.

Morning Meeting: This is an adapted version of the morning news with a focus 
on pupil sharing to build safe social connections. The sharing is in response to a 
question e.g. What superpower would you like to have? 
Gaeilge and other languages could be built into this incrementally. 

Books can be a great stimulus for 
discussion and provide a safe way for 
children to share information about 
themselves.

- My Many Coloured Days, by Dr. 
Seuss (Feelings)

- Cócó an Colgán Cairdiúil, le hAilbhe 
Nic Giolla Bhrighde (Belonging)

- Can I build another me? Shinsuke 
Yoshitake (Individuality)

What next? You could make an effort to talk the children at the 

bottom of the list or keep the document for your records and 

continue to add to the middle column.

http://asiam.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/ASIAM_MyChild.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/National-Educational-Psychological-Service-NEPS-/neps_besd_continuum_teacher_guide.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/National-Educational-Psychological-Service-NEPS-/neps_besd_continuum_teacher_guide.pdf
https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/National-Educational-Psychological-Service-NEPS-/neps_besd_continuum_teacher_guide.pdf
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/what-is-morning-meeting/

