
 

SOME KEY POINTS SCHOOLS MAY CONSIDER WHEN SUPPORTING  

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A CONTINUITY OF LEARNING PLAN AT HOME 

● Consider Culture and Environment, Curriculum (Teaching and Learning), Relationships & Partnerships, Policy and             
Planning as your school engages with continuity of learning. Endeavour to create learning tasks which are flexible,                 
achievable, realistic, positive and do not have a negative impact on family life.  

● Including children in planning, implementation and review of learning will help to promote flexibility, ownership and                
responsibility for learning.  

● Consider learning outcomes, strands and strand units of the curriculum that are most appropriate for the home                 
learning environment.  Advocate the development of childrens’ skills and attitudes as well as knowledge.  

● Consider advocating varied learning methodologies - play-based learning, pair work, active learning, hands-on             
activities, independent learning, investigative activities, buddy learning with siblings, thematic learning. 

● Consider how digital technologies can support children's learning. 
 

Culture and 
Environment 

The culture and the environment where learning now takes place is in the home and               
community of the learner. Continuity of learning must engage with this environment and             
understand the opportunities and limitations that this poses. The school day and classroom             
life cannot be recreated within the home environment. Be mindful that staff, parents and              
pupils are now operating in a home environment which may be catering for multiple needs               
and multiple demands. 

Curriculum (Teaching 
and Learning) 

Schools have always had unique contexts. This unique context is very relevant in the              
context of continuity of learning. Schools can be mindful of this as they lead the continuity                
of learning through the mode of communication appropriate to their school. Schools and             
pupils have different resources available to them to support learning. Schools will make             
judgements about the most appropriate approaches to continuity of learning. Teachers can            
provide learning opportunities that are appropriate to the learners in developing their            
knowledge, skills and dispositions. Teachers can also provide progressive learning activities           
that are appropriate to this new environment. The primary school curriculum and the new              
primary language curriculum provide opportunities and structure for design of appropriate           
learning tasks in our current situation.  

Relationships and 

Partnerships 

Relationships and partnerships can continue to be nurtured and developed. Effective           

communication with parents is a critical element. Schools can encourage parents to            

continue to support their child’s learning through appropriate scheduling and design of            

learning activities. Due consideration of the learning environment and the potential           

demands on parents will help in this regard. Developing an appropriate approach to             

communication can support the relationship with home. Learning tasks can also promote            

relationships and partnerships by supporting the pupil’s relationships with classmates,          

wider family including grandparents and community in an appropriate way. 

Policy and Planning 

Appropriate approaches to planning for learning across class groupings and across the            

school will be of significant support to pupils. Schools will need to be both flexible and                

responsive as the situation evolves. Some approaches to establishing a plan for Continuity             

of Learning are included below. Schools may be able to access the wide array of online                

supports which are available through Scoilnet and through the guidance provided by            

https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning/SourcesofInformation 

https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning/SourcesofInformation

