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https://padlet.com/seniorcycleart/onlinetimeline
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Norms for Participation in Online CPD

Please ensure that your microphone is muted when not 
talking.

Please do not take screenshots or record this workshop.

Respect all participant contributions and the confidentiality of 
all participants and issues raised.

Please use the chat function to ask questions during the 
presentation.
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What we are

Teachers and school 
Leaders

Teacher Educators

Facilitators/Enablers

Purveyors of lifelong 
learning

What we are not

Evaluators

Policy Makers

Curriculum developers

Providers of solutions
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Overview of today's seminar 

Session 1
9.30-11.00

Examine the Leaving Certificate Specification
Interrogate the Rationale, Aim and Objectives

Tea/Coffee Break 11.00-11.15

Session 2
11.15-1.00

Consider the Senior Cycle Key skills 

Identify the Strands, Strand Units and the Learning Outcomes

Lunch 1.00- 2.00 

Session 3
2.00-3.30

Visual Studies 
Consider the components involved when planning for Teaching and 
learning
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Key Messages

The teaching and learning approaches in Art will place the learner at the centre 

of the educational experience, developing their ability to learn throughout their 

lives. Reflective practices will allow the learner to build on their knowledge and 

develop their capacity for critical and analytical thinking.

Leaving Certificate Art aims to develop in learners the knowledge, skills, 

understanding and values needed to bring an idea to realisation and to respond 

to, understand, analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Through engagement with the learning opportunities envisaged in the new 

Art specification, learners will be empowered to reflect and make 

connections across their learning in Senior Cycle.
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Collaborative 
Professional 
Development 
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Timeline of Support
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National Seminar Day 1
Term 3 April 2021

Collaborative 1
Term 1 Nov-Dec  2021

National Seminar Day 2
Term 1 Sept-Oct 2021

Webinar 1
Term 2 Jan 2022

National Seminar Day 3
Term 2 March 2022

Collaborative 2
Term 1 2022

National Seminar Day 4
Term 1 Sept/Oct 2022

Webinar 2
Term 2 Jan  2023

National Seminar Day 5
Term 2 March 2023

Collaborative 3
Term 3  2023
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By the end of this session participants will: 

Become familiar with the Art specification and the supporting policy 

documents.

Understand the place of the new Art specification within the broader                                 

context of educational reform.

Develop an understanding of the Rationale, Aim and Objectives of the new 

Leaving Certificate Art specification.

Through collaboration explore the implications for teaching and learning in 
your classroom.
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Senior Cycle Reform
Politics and Society

Computer Science

Senior Cycle Physical Education

Economics

Agricultural Science

Art

Classical Studies

Economics
Senior cycle education is situated in the 

context of a broader education policy 

that focuses on the  contribution that 

education can make to the 

development of the learner as a person 

and as a citizen

“Senior Cycle education is situated 

in the context of a broader 

education policy that focuses on the 

contribution that education can 

make to the development of the 

learner as a person and as a citizen” 

Leaving Certificate Art Specification, 

page 3
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A Continuum of Learning

Early
Years

JuniorCy
cle

Visual Art

LCA

Lifelong learning              Lifelong learning                  Lifelong learning                Lifelong learning

Early 
Years

Senior 
Cycle 
Art

LCA

Primary 
Visual 
Arts

Junior 
Cycle 
Visual 

Art

L1LP

L2LP
Further 
Studies

Community 
and Society 
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1971 - Leaving Certificate Art Syllabus 

Leaving Certificate Art 

2016 - Coursework introduced

2019 - New Leaving Certificate Art 
Curriculum Specification Published

180 hours 
class contact 

time.
First Exam 

2023

Differentiation
Through the learning 
outcomes of the 
specification

In the process of 
teaching and learning

Through assessment

2021 - Implementation with Fifth 
Years

Overview of Assessment

Assessed at both Ordinary and 

Higher level

Practical Coursework 50%

Practical Examination 20%

Written Examination 30%

16
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Leaving Certificate Art - Visual Studies  

17

June 2020 - 
Art Specification with 
Appendix A: Visual Studies

June 2020 - 
Advice for Teachers and 
Students found online 

https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Art/
https://curriculumonline.ie/Senior-cycle/Senior-Cycle-Subjects/Art/
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Taking a closer look at the Specification

Rationale
Aim 
Objectives

 Self Portrait 1887(detail) Vincent Van Gogh 18

See you in 15 minutes 

Pages 6 and 7
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Rationale, Aim and Objectives 

How to add a 
blank post-it

A blank box will appear 
on the bottom right of 
the screen. Type into the 
title space 

How could the rationale, aim and 
objectives translate for the learner?
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Tea/Coffee Break
15 minutes

 I’ve asked him to tea on Friday,Frank X.Leyendecker20
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By the end of this session participants will: 

Become familiar with the progression of Key Skills from Junior Cycle to 

Senior Cycle. 

Understand how the Senior Cycle Key Skills are aligned with the Rationale, Aim 

and Objectives of the Art specification.

Develop through collaboration an understanding of the three Art Strands 

and the Strand Units. 

Begin to Investigate the Learning Outcomes.
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Senior Cycle Key Skills 
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Senior Cycle Key Skills 

How could the 
rationale, aim and 
objectives translate 
for the learner?

24

See you in 15 minutes
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Building on Key Skills from Junior Cycle

Senior Cycle Key SkillsJunior Cycle Key Skills

The key skills are 
transferable

The Key skills opens up many possibilities 

for cross curricular engagement. 

All senior cycle subjects have close links 

with art. The Leaving Certificate Art 

Curriculum specification Page 8 
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Key Skills and the Art Student
Through the act of creating, 
learners will see the need to 
communicate their intent 
clearly to various audiences, so 
their ideas and work are better 
understood.

Learners  will gain an understanding 
of setting personal goals, working to 
a timetable or deadline, choosing 
and using resources effectively and 
acting autonomously. 

Learners may work collaboratively and through this 
they will learn from others, but more importantly 
will be engaged in a social experience involving the 
understanding of interpersonal dynamics.

Learners will think  
critically and creatively as 
they use their 
observations and 
knowledge to innovate 
and create their own 
personal approach and 
responses to a stimulus.

Learners will research the 
work and ideas of other 
artists.
Learners will record their 
own observations of the 
world around them. 

Specification Page 1126
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Leaving Certificate Art Strands

27

‘Each one(Strand) is 

dependent on the 

other two and all are 

interconnected and 

supportive of the 

artistic process’ 
Leaving Certificate Art 

Specification page 9
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Leaving Certificate Art Strands

Activity:Create an A4 Brainstorm Poster(Portrait)

What m
ight 

your strand, 

look like for 

your students?

28

Upload your work to the Padlet 
Specification Page 10
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Interconnected Strands 

29

What similarities do 

you see between the 

three strands? Are 

they interconnected? 

https://padlet.com/seniorcycleart/Strands
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          Create
      Strand Units

2.1 Making
2.2 Contextual enquiries
2.3 Process
2.4 Realisation/ 
Presentation

  Respond
Strand Units
3.1 Analysis
3.2 Contextual enquiries 
3.3 Impact and value
3.4 Critical and personal        
reflection 
3.5 Process 

   
 Research
Strand Units
1.1 looking
1.2 Recording and 
documenting
1.3 Experimenting and 
interpretation
1.4 Contextual enquiries
1.5 Process

The Leaving Certificate Art Strands and Strand Units

What do you notice about the 

Strand Units?

30
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Lunch 1pm - 2pm

The Basket of Apples Paul Cezanne, 31
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Geometric Eagle, Noelia Tramullas32

https://padlet.com/seniorcycleart/questions
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By the end of this session participants will: 

Have considered the components involved in effective planning for 
Teaching and Learning.

Become familiar with Visual Studies and consider its place within the 

practical component of the specification.

Explore how differentiation can meet the unique needs for all learners. 
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Specification Page 15-18

Strand Units
Learning Outcomes

34

Learning Outcomes



To format the body text, simply 
highlight the specific line(s) of 
text and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list level’ 
button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too far 
and should use the ‘decrease 
level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

                      Create Strand 
STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT 

(STRAND UNITS) 

STUDENTS SHOULD BE ABLE TO (LEARNING OUTCOMES) 

2.1 Making ➢ develop concepts in imaginative and creative ways

➢ interpret primary sources including the natural and built environment 

and the human figure as a source of inspiration

➢ apply appropriate skills, knowledge and techniques

➢ create realised work based on their research

Strand Units Learning Outcomes 

What learning is occurring when the student engages with these learning 
outcomes?

Taking a closer look

35

https://padlet.com/seniorcycleart/exploringlo
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Visual Studies 
The Specification states that, Visual Studies refers to the 
visual expressions of all aspects of culture, created by 
past, recent modern and contemporary societies.
Leaving Certificate Art Curriculum Specification page 6

Give examples of visual studies? 

Subset

CODE

36
SubSet
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Visual Studies
The practical and the written component

During their time at 
senior cycle 

learners will now 
experience Visual 
Studies in a more 
integrated way.

The learner will 
become aware of 

the world of Visual 
Studies and how it 

can inform both 
their practical and 

written work.
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How can Visual Studies enhance and build on the 
learning that is happening in the students’ practical 
work? 

Theme Practice

Materials 
Process

Technique

38
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Visual Studies Content Areas 

39

● Romanesque and Gothic(c. 

1000 – 1500s) 

● The Renaissance – Proto, Early, 

High Renaissance & Mannerism 

(c. 1300 – 1600s)

● Baroque (c. 1600 – 1700s)

● Realism, Impressionism and 

Post-Impressionism (c. 1850 – 

1900s)

● Modernism (c. 1900 – 1960s)

● Post 1960

1. Europe & the wider world

● Pre-Christian (c. 4,000 BCE – 

500 CE)

● Insular (c. 500 – 1100s)

● Late Medieval Architecture and 

Art (c. 1100 – 1550s)

● Georgian period (c. 1720 – 

1800s)

●  Irish Art and Modernism         

(c. 1880 – c. 1960s)

● Post 1960

2. Ireland & its place in the 
wider world

One section of focus from Content Area 1 and 2 must be 
studied.

All section of focus, in Content Area 3 must be studied.

● Artists: Theory and thinking

● Artists: Processes and media

● Art as Social Commentary or 

Commentator

● Art and the Environment

        3. Today’s world

It should also be noted that Content Area 3, Today’s world, should not be seen in isolation and students need to be 

made aware that links can be formed with Content Areas 1 and 2, Europe and the wider world and Ireland and its 

place in the wider world. Leaving Certificate Art Specification Page 29. 
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Differentiation

The Leaving Certificate Art specification is 
differentiated in three ways:
➢ through the learning outcomes of the 

specification
➢   in the process of teaching and learning
➢   through assessment. 

   Leaving Certificate Art Specification page 13
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Areas of Practice
There are a range of areas of practice available within 
Art for learners to study. While all may not be available 
within a specific school setting, learners can study any 
of those areas of practice available to them in a range 
of traditional, contemporary, new and/or digital media 
or a combination of these. Through their chosen area/s 
of practice, learners use media to interact, create, 
connect and communicate with others.
Leaving Certificate Art Specification page 13
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Key Messages

The teaching and learning approaches in Art will place the learner at the centre 

of the educational experience, developing their ability to learn throughout their 

lives. Reflective practices will allow the learner to build on their knowledge and 

develop their capacity for critical and analytical thinking.

Leaving Certificate Art aims to develop in learners the knowledge, skills, 

understanding and values needed to bring an idea to realisation and to respond 

to, understand, analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Through engagement with the learning opportunities envisaged in the new 

Art specification, learners will be empowered to reflect and make 

connections across their learning in Senior Cycle.
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Reflection
What are your next steps?

Art Specification
Visual Studies
Leaving Certificate Art Advice for teachers and 
Students
Begin planning for Teaching and Learning
Register for National Seminar Day 2 Sept./Oct.2021

 The Fairytale Forest, Edvard Munch44
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