
Maintaining New Words in the Classroom

Once children have had the opportunity to engage with and explore new words, they need to continue their interactions with them across the school term/year. 

Vocabulary research strongly points to the need for frequent encounters with new words – these should not be limited to the week in which words are the 

focus of instruction, but rather children should be encouraged to meet the words they have learned in contexts beyond the instructional ones. 

Keeping children’s attention on words they have learned can be supported in a number of ways. The following are suggestions for maintaining new words in 

the classroom.  Is féidir iad a úsáid i mBéarla nó i nGaeilge, agus cabhraíonn siad chun forbairt a dhéanamh ar an teanga.

Highlighting a word that has recurred by saying 

“You might have noticed that the word 

catastrophic, which we learned several weeks 

ago, comes up again in today’s chapter. Again, a 

catastrophic event is a really serious event, 

something that would produce widespread
damage.

Tally words is a simple activity involving 

keeping a list of words posted and making tally 

marks if someone in the class uses the word 

or finds it used in classroom materials.

Refer to word walls and discussing words with 

children. Ask children to define the word, put it in 

a sentence, say where you would find it, give the 

past tense or plural, or explain the difference 

between two words.Children are invited to use 

their class padlet where they could create an 

individual or group word wall of key vocabulary or 

new words.

Displaying Humorous pictures in the classroom 

and challenging pupils to write a sentence that 

describes the picture and uses at least one of 

the target words.

Divide your class into two teams. Children will take 

turns acting out one of the words from the cards that 

you have prepared. They will have 2 minutes to get 

their team to guess the word. The actor cannot use 

any sounds but must communicate only through 

actions. The rest of the team should shout out any 

answers that come to mind. If the team is able to 

guess the word within the designated time, they 

score a point. If after two minutes the team has not 

guessed the word correctly, the other team gets one 

chance to guess the word. If they are correct, they 

score a point and then continue with their turn.

These provide a tool for children to use as a resource 

when writing, and also to record other unknown words 

they find when reading. Children can record word 

meanings, synonyms, images, examples sentences, or 

parts of speech that can all be helpful as an ongoing 

resource to help them use the words when writing. 

Brief Revisions

Athbhreithnithe

Captioning Pictures

Fotheidil a chur le pictiúir

Tally Words

Teailí focal
Word walls/ Virtual word wall

Ballaí focal/ Ballaí focal fiórúla

Charades 

Searáidí

Word Journal 

Iris Focal  



Maintaining New Words outside the Classroom

This task card suggests ways of directing pupils to look for words outside of the classroom. It is important to stress the value of prompting learners to take their 

word learning outside the classroom and look for examples of the words they have learned elsewhere in their lives, The children get to see words they are 

learning in a “ real context ” and not just a classroom exercise. If pupils find places for words in their own surroundings, the words are more likely to have a 

permanent place in their vocabulary repertoire. 

•Encourage children to bring in evidence of target words they 

saw, heard or used outside the classroom.

•Invite children to look for target words in the media- magazines, 

books, internet, video games, television shows.

•Ask children to identify or create a situation that could be 

described by a target word outside the classroom.

•Assign tasks for home involving parents (Target words sent 

home at the start of the week or shared on aladdin, seesaw etc 

encouraging parents to use these words)

•Children upload evidence of using their target words on the 

class digital platform.

•Set up a reward system for using target words on reward charts 

in the classroom or class dojo.



.

Avoid overused words

These are just some of the overused words we hear daily in our classroom interactions. Overused or tired words might increasethe length of a writing piece but 

they do not improve the quality. The following is a fun way of highlighting to children that some words are overused and need to go to word jail. This suggested 

approach extends their vocabulary and retains synonyms/ alternative words in their long- term memory. 

Said
Nice

Then

•Identify Overused words in your classroom and explain to 

children why we must send these to jail.

•Brainstorm alternatives i.e. synonyms and display on a living 

chart.

•Children engage in peer assessment checking and 

monitoring each other's work and ensuring that they haven't 

used any words that are in ‘Word Jail’ .

•Teacher acts as the ‘Speech sheriff’ listening to the 

language the children are using. If he/she hears them using 

an overused word , she refers them to the living chart and 

models the richer vocabulary to the children.

•If the sheriff hears the children using this rich high 

quality vocabulary frequently throughout the week he/she will 

reward the children.

Possible extension to Learning Outcomes 

•Oral Language: Learning Outcome 2- Motivation and Choice, Learning Outcome 4- Sentence structure and Grammar, Learning Outcome 

10- Retelling and Elaborating

•Reading: Learning Outcome 1- Engagement, Learning Outcome 2- Motivation and Choice

•Writing: Learning Outcome 1- Engagement, Learning Outcome 2- Motivation and Choice.



Assessing Vocabulary 

When assessing vocabulary, a variety of different approaches can be used to ascertain the children's word knowledge and growth. It is 

important to determine the reasons for assessing vocabulary to make the assessment precise. Assessment should not be thought of as 

closing the door on learning a word. Every effort should be made to position assessment as an integral part of teaching and learning, and 

not as something that occurs as a separate time or place. The following are some suggested  assessment methods that can be used for 

assessing vocabulary. 

Word Concept Map Explain it!

A list of assessment  

methods can be found on 

pages 12 and 13 of the 

NCCA Assessment in the 

Primary School Curriculum 

Guidelines for Schools 

2007.

1. Teacher creates or uses a story highlighting a number of target words.

2. Children read the story individually and collaboratively discussing the  

meaning of these new words.

3. Teacher reminds the children to use their Word Detective skills to 

identity clues in sentences to help decipher the meaning of the word.

Talk time- Children and teacher engages in a short conversation for example 

what are they going to do after school? what they are doing at the weekend? 

Children must use the target words during the conversation. 

Children complete their Word Concept 

Map individually or collaboratively.

Jeopardy! Children are presented with clues in the form of answers, and must phrase their 

responses in the form of a question. Teachers can make their own jeopardy games using the 

following link : https://jeopardylabs.com/

https://jeopardylabs.com/


Self and Peer- Assessment Rubric 

Self and peer-assessment provide children with an opportunity to look at their own work and the work of their peers in a reflective way. It gives them 

responsibility for their own learning and increases their awareness of their own language learning journey which will support them to become independent and 

motivated learners. Vocabulary Self and Peer- assessment Rubrics provide a format to rate the child’s knowledge of key vocabulary terms on a continuum. The 

most rigorous assessment of knowledge about a particular word meaning is a person's ability to use the word appropriately in context. Below is a suggested 

approach to Vocabulary Self  and Peer-assessment. Children are invited to monitor and  assess their understanding of target words throughout the week ,on an 

ongoing basis .

Digital portfolio’s may be utilised to self or peer-assess. Children can create 

and develop their own digital portfolios using online platforms such as 

Seesaw, Class Dojo Portfolios, GSuite for Education and Office 365 

Education. These online platforms can be used for children to upload new 

words, make personal word walls, record themselves using their new words 

through video or take a photo of where they find words outside the classroom. 


