
 

Making Words – A Guided Discovery Approach to Spelling 

Ag Cruthú na bhFocal - Aimsiú Treoirithe 

Children love manipulating letters to make words and figuring out the secret word that can be made with all the letters. While children are having fun making words, they 

are also learning important information about phonics and spelling. As children manipulate the letters to make the words, they learn how small changes, such as changing 

just one letter or moving the letters around, result in completely new words. Children learn to stretch out words and listen for the sounds they hear and the order of 

those sounds. 

Gaeilge 

Is féidir leis na páistí  an ghníomhaíocht seo a dhéanamh agus iad ag foghlaim faoi litriú, feasacht fhóineolaíoch, agus fónaic na Gaeilge  chomh maith. Beidh aistriú 

scileanna i gceist anseo agus iad i mbun foghlama faoi fuaimeanna, rím, patrún agus litriú sa dhá theanga. Sna scoileanna Gaeltachta agus na Gaelscoileanna beidh aistriú 

ann ón Ghaeilge go dtí Béarla.  

Suggested Stages  in a ‘Making Words’ Activity 

Making Words may have three parts. In the first part, the children make words. Begin with short, easy words, and move to longer, more complex words. The last word 

is always the secret word—a word that can be made with all the letters. Each lesson includes 9 to 15 words, including the secret word. In Part Two of a Making Words 

activity, children sort the words into patterns. The final part of a Making Words activity is the transfer step. Once the words are sorted according to rhyme, you then 

help the children transfer their letter–sound knowledge to writing. 

Part 1 – Making the words 

● Pick a target/ secret word (e.g. cupcake) 

● Display all letters, jumbled, on a whiteboard or pocket chart (example: a,c,c,e,k,p,u)  

● Point to the letters on the large letter cards, and have the children hold up their matching small letter cards. 

● Write the number 2 (or 3 if no two-letter words are in this lesson) on the board/ flashcard.  

● Have a child who makes the first word correctly make the same word with the large letter cards in the pocket chart or on the smart board. You do not need to                                

wait for everyone to make the word before sending a child to make it with the big letters. Encourage anyone who did not make the word correctly at first to fix                               

the word when he or she sees it made correctly 



● Have all the children say the word after you stretch out the word to hear all the sounds.  

● Continue to make words, giving students clues, such as “Change the first letter only” or “Move                

the same letters around and you can make a different word” or “Take all your letters out and                  

make another word.” Send a child who has made the word correctly to make the word with the                  

large letter cards. Cue students when they are to use more letters by erasing and changing the                 

number on the board to indicate the number of letters needed. 

● Continue asking children to make each words correctly using the large letters 

● Continue to make longer words. Keep the pace brisk 

● Give children one minute to figure out target/secret word 

● If needed, give the children clues until someone figures out the secret word, the word that can                 

be made from all the letters. 

Part 2 – Sorting the words  

● Put flashcards of all words you made on the board/in pocket-chart. 

● Give them a quick reminder of how they made these words.  

● Next have the children sort for rhyming words/ have the children chorally pronounce the sets of rhyming words. 

● Children can also sort for beginning letters/ rimes/ categories/ root words etc. 

Part 3 – Transfer  

● To encourage transfer to reading and writing, show students how rhyming words can help them decode and spell other words. Say some words that rhyme and 

have students spell these new words by deciding which words they rhyme with. 

● Spell some new words that rhyme with words they have made (e.g .‘team’ write ‘steam, stream’ etc) 

● Children could use whiteboards or spelling journals to write the rhyming words. 

Adapted from: Gambrell, L. B., Morrow, L.M. , and Pressley M.(2007) Best Practices in Literacy Instruction,4th Ed,. New York: Guilford Press. 



Top Tip 

Go to wordplays.com and click on ‘Words in a Word’. Enter the word you have 
chosen for the secret word and all the words that can be made from the letters 
of your secret word appear. 
https://www.wordplays.com/help/words-in-a-word-game 

Sample Making Words Lessons and Secret Words 

https://faculty.sites.wfu.edu/pat-cunningham/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/201
7/12/MakingWords.pdf 

 

These strategies could enrich learning experiences for a number of the following Learning Outcomes:  

Reading/Léitheoireacht: 

L.O.4/T.F. 4: Phonological Awareness and phonemic awareness/ Feasacht fhóineolaíoch agus fhóinéimeach 

L.O. 5/T.F. 5: Phonics, word recognition and word study/ Fónaic, aithint focal agus staidéar ar fhocail 

Oral Language/ Teanga ó Bhéal: 

L.O. 10/T.F.10: Playful and creative use of language/ Teanga a úsáid go spraíúil agus go cruthaitheach 

 

See also support material entitled ‘Phonological Awareness’: 
https://curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/76ce314c-b2fc-42e1-b5a3-8bcafc203f2c/Reading-PLC-Support-Materials.pdf 

See also PDST workshop based on ‘Phonological Awareness:  ’https://pdst.ie/node/4544 
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