Leaving Certificate Politics and SocietyInvitation to schools for September 2019
Dear Principal,

You will be aware that a new Leaving Certificate subject, Politics and Society, was
introduced during the 2016/17 academic year. Since then over 900 students in schools
who implemented the subject sat the first Leaving Certificate examination in Politics
and Society in June 2018.
This subject is being made available to other interested schools, should they wish to
offer it as an option on their timetables for Leaving Certificate, beginning in the 2019/20
academic year. As part of this provision, a programme of continuing professional
development (CPD) will be made available to teachers timetabled to teach Politics and
Society from September 2019. This programme will commence during the 2019/20 and
2020/21 academic year. In deciding whether your school is interested in offering this
new subject, a number of considerations should be taken into account:









Schools should be able to demonstrate a willingness and capacity to offer
Politics and Society as a Leaving Certificate subject on the timetable from
Autumn 2019;
The subject must be offered from within existing school and staffing resources.
For instance, it will not be possible to apply for curricular concessions to
introduce this new subject;
The school should be able to identify the teacher/s interested in teaching Politics
and Society and with relevant experience and/or qualifications in this area;
The selected teacher/s will need to be willing to participate fully in professional
development;
The school should ensure that it will have what it considers a viable number of
students interested in studying the subject as part of their Leaving Certificate;
There should be support from the Board of Management and senior leadership
within the school, in consultation with the school community, for this initiative.

It will be important to consult with the teacher/s identified as being suitable, about their
interest in teaching Politics and Society and their relevant qualifications and experience.
The following are guidelines for the selection of teachers for this new subject.
Typically teachers will have:
 Expressed a genuine interest in teaching Politics and Society;






Studied sociology, politics, philosophy, or anthropology (or related areas) as
part of their primary degree or post-graduate studies;
Relevant teaching experience of a cognate area, such as history, CSPE,
economics or have experience of working in this field e.g. in Transition Year
modules or projects, or have carried out research in a relevant area;
Be willing to undertake CPD to prepare for the implementation of the
specification and to investigate specific methodologies aligned with the
specification.

In order to facilitate arrangements to make adequate provision for this the 2019/20 CPD
of the subject Politics and Society, declarations of interest are now sought. Schools are
asked to complete the application form which is available at this link:
pdst.ie/sc/politicsandsociety/application. The form is designed to be completed jointly
by the school principal and the relevant teacher/s, and will assist in the planning of
professional development opportunities for teachers. Completed form should be
emailed to politicsandsociety@pdst.ie by Friday 4th April 2019. Further information
about the new subject, Politics and Society, is also available at www.ncca.ie.
Ciara O Donnell
National Director

