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The repetitious nature of singing provides opportunities for improving pupils’ reading fluency in a fun and enjoyable way. Song lyrics offer huge 

potential for learning: they are often peppered with poetic features such as rhyme, alliteration and assonance; the memorability of the lyrics provides 

opportunities to reinforce sight words for our developing readers; and the melodic nature of songs requires the singer/reader to attend to the 

expressive nature of the lyric.            
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1. Introduce the song in a natural, authentic way. Perhaps the children could 

listen to it during transitions or break times? Draw children’s attention to the 

written words and where possible and appropriate, encourage them to select 

the songs the class will use.  

 

2. Have a class discussion on the meaning behind the song. Do the lyrics have a 

special message? Is the song writer trying to teach us something? 

 

3. Choral Singing! Have fun here. Sing as a class, sing in varied forms (slowly, 

quickly, softly, etc.), break into groups according to certain criteria and so 

forth. This will happen repeatedly over a number of lessons.  

 

4. Word study is particularly helpful when children have memorised the song as it 

draws them back in to tracking and thinking about the lyrics.  Draw children’s 

attention to particular words or features within the lyrics. Find teachable tasks 

relevant to your pupils. See task card 4 for more information and ideas.  

 

5. Make the repeated reads authentic. What are we practicing for? A 

performance can take many forms and your audience may be just one person. 

This will inject an atmosphere of excitement and purpose into your reading 

fluency lesson.   

1. Choose & 
Introduce the 

Song

2. Class Discussion

3. Choral Singing4. Word Study

5. Performance

Possible Extension to Other Learning Outcomes/ Torthaí Foghlama: 
 

 Reading/ Léitheoireacht, LO 2/TF 2: Motivation & Choice/ Inspreagadh & 

Rogha 

 Reading/Léitheoireacht LO 5/TF 5: Phonics, Word Recognition & Word 

Study/ Fónaic, Aithint Focal agus Staidéar ar Fhocail. 

 Reading/Léitheoireacht, LO 9/TF 9: Comprehension/Tuiscint 

 

Reading  

Further Information: 

 The Reading Teacher: Let’s bring back the magic of song for teaching reading. 

Using Music to Improve Reading Fluency 

 

http://timrasinski.com/presentations/article_iwasaki__rasinski__2013_.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/shari-edwards/using-music-improve-reading-fluency/


                              Choral Singing through Karaoke!                                                                                

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Tips: 

 

During every lesson, draw children’s attention to the lyrics. Have 

them displayed in a prominent place in your classroom and where 

appropriate, provide children with their own copy of the lyrics 

which they can bring home to practise.  
 

YouTube has a wide variety of videos in karaoke format which will 

make tracking the lyrics automatic and enjoyable for all involved.  
 

Get your pupils’ input on song choice where possible and 

appropriate. By affording children an element of choice and 

control we can greatly increase motivation and engagement which 

can lead to better outcomes for children’s literacy development.  
 

Familiarise yourself with the lyrics and the potential learning 

opportunities this song offers. 
 

Choose song lyrics that stretch and challenge your readers, there 

will be plenty of opportunities for improvement throughout the 

repeated reads! 

 

Useful Links 

Disney Karaoke  Sing King  Songs in Irish   Karaoke for Kids  TG Lurgan  Karafun 

 

 

Song Suggestions... if you’re in need of a little inspiration! 

 Wake Me Up as Gaeilge, TG Lurgan Vs Avicii 

 Count on Me by Bruno Mars 

 Bah, Bah, Caoire Dhubh 

 A Million Dreams from The Greatest Showman 

 Trasna na dTonnta 

 Naughty from Matilda 

 Cailín na Gaillimhe  

 Garden Song by John Denver 

 Amhrán na gCupán 

 HELP by The Beatles  

 Óró Sé do Bheatha ‘Bhaile 

 Thank you for the Music ABBA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8D4Iby0Bmm9DM_LC_2MEwqidYODgXsNw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwTRjvjVge51X-ILJ4i22ew
https://songsinirish.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL34A2C96C550F3AF0
https://www.youtube.com/user/tglurgan/featured
https://www.youtube.com/user/karafun/featured

