
 

Teaching Figurative Language (Teanga Mheafarach) when Exploring L.O. 10: Playful and 
Creative Use of Language  

Figurative language (Teanga mheafarach), such as metaphors, puns, idioms etc., are literary devices that help to progress beyond literal expression to 
provide for more imaginative and descriptive use of language. An understanding of figurative language can assist comprehension by adding an extra layer 
of meaning. They can add a poetic or lyrical aspect to speech or writing.  

Nuair is cuí, ba cheart teanga mhearfarach a mhúineadh i gcomhthéacs réalaíoch - where possible figurative language should be taught in real-life contexts, 
e.g. music, poetry, rhymes, stories. Individual figurative language devices can be taught and learned using an Cur Chuige Cumarsáideach (the 
Communicative Approach - PLC, 2019, p. 38). Assessment can be integrated throughout all phases of the Communicative Approach.  

An Cur Chuige Cumarsáideach 

Tréimhse Réamhchumarsáide Tréimhse Chumarsáide Tréimhse Iarchumarsáide 

Spreagadh/Hook: Use interesting/enjoyable 
examples  
Ionchur teanga/ input language/explicit 
teaching:  

● Give examples of each. For example for 
idioms – ‘fall on deaf ears’, ‘raining cats 
and dogs’. 

● Teach explicit rules. For example using 
‘like’ or ‘as’ when creating similes. 

-Activity: provide figurative language examples 
and children have to draw their meaning. 
Afterwards, reveal the true meaning and discuss. 
Cleachtadh: Provide pupils with opportunities to 
identify examples and rules. 
**These are not necessarily sequential - a 
discovery learning approach may be taken and 
after the hook, provide examples for children to 
identify and explore. 

Úsáid na teanga: 
This can be divided into two areas: 

- Exploring examples – giving pupils an 
opportunity to identify, discuss and 
interrogate figurative language in texts in 
groups. 

- Creating examples – allow pupils time to 
think about and great different examples 
of figurative language. 

Some of the task cards in this eBulletin will 
explore these areas: 

● Tasc Cárta 3: Rímeanna agus Rabhlóga 

● Tasc Cárta 4: Teanga a Fhorbairt le Ceol 
Other activities may include: 

● Scavenger hunt using the class library 

● Nature walk creating different figurative 
language examples from the surroundings  

Breathnú siar agus ar aghaidh:  
Plenary can take many forms: 

- Whole class feedback 
- Mini group feedback 
- Individual feedback 

Extension to other learning outcome(s)/ Nasc le Torthaí Foghlama eile: 
Some Figurative Language is detailed in the Progression Continuum for Learning Outcome 10 Playful and Creative Use of Language (Toradh Foghlama 10 
Teanga a Úsáid go Spraíúil agus go Cruthaitheach) and Learning Outcome 5 Vocabulary (Toradh Foghlama 5 Stór Focal) which highlights the 
interconnected nature of Learning Outcomes.  Consider why they’re writing this, and for whom! 

 


