
                    

Having fun with Nonsense Words to explore Learning Outcome 10: Playful and Creative Use of Language 

Having fun with nonsense words and real words while exploring rhymes can be an excellent way of being playful and creative with language. 
Rachaidh iniúchadh ar fhocal gan bhrí agus fíorfhocal go mór chun tairbhe d’fhorbairt teanga na bpáistí sa Ghaeilge freisin. Mar shampla, lig do na páistí 
cosúlachtaí agus eagsúlachtaí eatarthu a aithint agus a phlé le chéile. This task card provides some examples of activities that could be used in 
classrooms to explore nonsense words. 

These are activities that could be used in all classes and settings and 
differentiated and extended accordingly. Similarly, while it is envisioned that 
these could be used during circle time, they could also be adapted to work in 
a distance learning context.  

 
 

● Find a mentor text to provide an example of nonsense words for your 
students. 

● Chun idirdhealú idir na focail gan bhrí agus fíorfhocail is féidir leat 

dathanna nó cód éagsúla a úsáid. 

● During reading, encourage your students to respond using a particular 
gesture or action when they come across a nonsense word in the 
story. 

● B’fhéidir go mbeadh seans agat taifead a dhéanamh de theanga na 

bpáistí agus iad ag baint úsáid as teanga i gcaoi spraíúíl agus go 

cruthaitheach. Oibróidh a leithéid de: Adobe Spark, Seesaw, Vocaroo 

agus Anchor chun obair na bpáistí a mheas ar líne. 

● After reading, encourage the children to come up with a list of their 

own rhyming, nonsense words or to create a class nonsense poem. 

 
Padlet: This padlet contains very simple ideas and games involving 
nonsense words. They provide an opportunity to reinforce blending and 
decoding skills through building banks of onset and rime and CVC words. 
Children can then be encouraged to distinguish between nonsense and real 
words. This provides additional opportunity for assessment. 

Recommended Texts: There’s a Wocket in my Pocket by Dr Seuss is a 
lovely example of a story which contains lots of rhyming, nonsense 
words. 

 
On the Ning, Nang, Nong and The Land of the Bumbly Boo (both by 
Spike Milligan) are poems which could be explored with senior classes. 
Find them narrated here.                                   

 
Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll is an example of a poem containing 
nonsense words, which could be used in senior classes to explore this 
Learning Outcome. 

Extension to Other Learning Outcome(s)/Nasc le Torthaí Foghlama Eile:  
Reading Learning Outcome 4 Phonological and Phonemic Awareness 

 

 

 

https://spark.adobe.com/
https://web.seesaw.me/
https://vocaroo.com/
https://anchor.fm/
https://tinyurl.com/y7xenkck
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/poet/spike-milligan/

