
  

Strategies to Support Spelling Development - Stráitéisí chun tacú le forbairt an litrithe 
 

A multi-sensory approach to spelling instruction is strongly advocated (Alderman & Green, 2011; Culligan, 2009; Masterson & Apel, 2006; Wanzek et al., 2006). Such an 

approach involves all the senses normally required for written language, as it allows children to have visual, auditory and kinaesthetic involvement with each word. Multi-

sensory experiences enrich our memories and facilitate correct spelling. The following strategies: Look, Say, Cover, Picture, Write, Check, Elkonin Boxes, Mnemonics and a 

Have-a-Go Pad are some approaches which encompass the importance of multi-sensory learning.  Is féidir formhór na stratéisí agus gníomhaíochtaí seo a dhéanamh nó a 

aistriú chuig Gaeilge. 

 

 
Look, Say, Picture, Cover, Write, Check…… and Use 

 
A strategy used by many schools   

 

Most importantly encourage the children to use their new learning. 

 
Elkonin Boxes 

 
1. Elkonin boxes build phonological awareness skills by segmenting words into 

individual sounds, or phonemes. To use Elkonin boxes, a child listens to a word 
and moves a token into a box for each sound or phoneme.  

2.  

 

1. Say the word slowly, stretching it out by sound (or by syllable). 

2. Ask the child to repeat the word. 

3. Draw "boxes" or squares on a piece of paper, chalkboard, or dry 

erase board with one box for each syllable or phoneme. 

Alternatively, laminate a card with boxes already on it. 

4. Have the child count the number of phonemes in the word, not 

necessarily the number of letters. For example, wish has three 

phonemes and will use three boxes. /w/, /i/, /sh/ 

5. Direct the child to slide one coloured counter, unifix cube, or 

corresponding letter in each cell of the Elkonin box drawing as 

he/she repeats the word. 

6. Write the letters into the correct box. 

 



 

 

 

 
Mnemonics 

 
A mnemonic is a technique particularly useful to help remember tricky 
words/high frequency words as they aid visual memory. Children will remember 
them more if they compose them themselves. 
 

 
 

 
Have-a-Go-Pad 

 
This can simply be a notepad where children are encouraged to ‘have a go’ at 
unknown words while writing.  A ‘Have-a-Go Pad’ can be very helpful for children 
who are concerned with their spelling. 
 
 
Encourage children to ‘have a go’ and write as much of the words as they can. 
 
 
Some helpful tips for children are: 
 

• Say the word slowly and listen to the sounds 

• Write the word syllable by syllable. Tapping them out first can help 

• Think about the meaning of the words. Does it give you a clue? 

• Write the words a few ways and choose which one looks best 

• See if you can think of another word that may be similar. 
 
  

choclat 

choclate 

chocolate 

 saclád 

seaclád 

seacláid 

 
 

 


