
 

 

Select a short text in Gaeilge or Béarla (50-200 words), that is just slightly 
above the students’ instructional reading level. Make two copies for each 
student (home and school) and one for display on the IWB.  

1. Model: Read the display copy a few times. Model fluent, phrased, 
expressive reading. Model poor quality reading as appropriate. The  
pupils follow along silently from the display text.  Explore the text in any 
way you choose, also discuss the way the oral reading was presented in 
terms of accuracy, automaticity and prosody. 

2. Choral reading: Read the display copy as a whole class or in small groups 
two or three times. Be creative exploring different approaches for choral 
reading. 

3. Paired repeated reading: Divide pupils into pairs and distribute the text. 
Try to form pairs where one partner is a slightly stronger reader. Allow 
five minutes for the pupils to practice, each child taking a turn reading 
and giving praise and positive feedback to the reader. If word 
recognition problems surface, the pupils direct their own learning 
collaborating to analyse the problem and self-correct. 

4. Perform: The FDL becomes an authentic activity as pupils are invited to 
perform their reading for an audience (other groups, the principal or 
SNA). Performances may also be recorded on a suitable digital app or 
platform. See PDST Blended Learning page for apps to enable voice 
recordings. 

5. Word study: With your pupils, select five or six words to study — finding 
other words with a selected rime or word family, sorting interesting or 
challenging words in various ways. See our word study task cards. 
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Using the Fluency Development Lesson to engage in LO.10 Fluency and Self-Correction/Líofacht agus Féincheartú 

Teacher Tip: The FDL continues at home. Encourage pupils to record 

and re-record (video or audio) themselves and also to perform for family, 
friends or neighbours. Pupils can upload their recordings for teacher 
feedback or on returning to school, can read their passage to the teacher 
or a partner who checks for fluency, accuracy and comprehension. 

 
 

 

Possible Extension to other Learning Outcomes/ Torthaí Foghlama 

LO.1/ TF.1 Engagement/ Rannpháirtíocht 

LO.2/ TF.2 Motivation and choice/ Inspreagadh agus rogha. 

LO.5/ TF.5 Phonics and word study/ Fónaic, aithint focal agus staidéar ar fhocail  

 LO.6/ TF.6 Vocabulary/ Stór focal 

LO.8/ TF.8 Response and Authors Intent/ Freagairt agus intinn an údair  

 

Strategies for Choral Reading    Adapted from Doherty 2017
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https://www.pdst.ie/DistanceLearning/AssessmentandFeedback

