
To format the body text, simply 
highlight the specific line(s) of 
text and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list level’ 
button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too 
far and should use the ‘decrease 
level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

 
 Word Learning Strategies 

Rebecca Reaves and the Renaissance 
Report

Once upon a time, there was a little girl called 
Rebecca Reaves. On Monday morning, her teacher 

told the class they would be learning about the 
Renaissance in history. ‘Don’t forget to do your 
research before you start your report’ she told 
the class. When she went home, Rebecca began 

writing up her report. ‘Do I need to write about all 
of the artists’ she thought? There are so many! 

After an hour, she decided that she would rewrite 
the last paragraph, because it didn’t look right. 

‘Don’t forget to review your work’ she could hear 
her teacher say in the back of her head. Rebecca 
was not happy with her report. Her mam had to 
reassure her and tell her that she had done a 
great job! ‘The next day, her teacher told the 

class ‘I don’t think I can recall a report quite as 
good as that,’ and she asked Rebecca to reread 

her work to the class. 

• Explicitly teaching prefixes, suffixes and root words is an effective 
strategy that can be used to teach vocabulary. Click here to access 
the Prefix Replacement and Removal Strategy which might be useful 
when exploring prefixes in the sample story. A similar approach can 
be used when looking at suffixes and root words. 

Using Word Parts 

• Pause when you find an unknown word, read the surrounding words 
and sentences to look for context clues, use the clues to infer the 
meaning of the unknown word, try out your inference to see if it 
makes sense, as the pupils here. Click this link to access a video 
exploring this in more detail.

Using Context 

• Consulting a reference may mean encouraging pupils to ask others 
for support in understanding a word; parents and classmates. 
Dictionaries can also support pupils in learning new words. Click to 
access task card 2 of part one of this series. You may also find Word 
hippo useful when exploring this topic. 

Consulting a reference 

The ultimate goal of effective word-learning strategy instruction over a substantial 
period of time is to teach children to use multiple strategies flexibly and 
independently and also to ask others, parents, teachers and classmates.

D’fhéadfadh an múinteoir an scéal 
a léamh os comhair an ranga agus 

aon áit a dtugann na páistí 
réimíreanna faoi deara, bíonn 

orthu geáitsí a dhéanamh.

https://www.pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Prefix%20Replacement%20and%20Removal%20Strategy.pdf
https://vimeo.com/252616456
https://www.pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Word%20Hippo%20%20pdf.pdf
http://www.wordhippo.com/
http://www.wordhippo.com/

