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1. Frequent, Varied & Extensive Vocabulary Instruction: Provide children with a rich language and 

literacy learning environment. As children move up through the class levels, reading begins to 

play a more significant role in promoting growth in child vocabularies. There is a strong focus on 

vocabulary and word study in fluency lessons. The words focused on during fluency lessons, can 

be a spring board for further, more indepth, vocabulary instruction.  

 

2. Teach Individual Words: Teacher carefully selects individual words from the fluency passage to 

be developed. Word families/patterns in words, sight words, tier two words for vocabulary 

development, are just a sample of the different types of words that can be selected.  

 

3. Teach Word Learning Strategies: Word-learning strategies are conscious and flexible mental 

processes that learners use in an effort to infer the meanings of unknown words they meet.  

Teachers must explicitly draw pupils’ attention to the range of strategies and scaffold the use of 

the strategies through effective teacher prompting. Some of these strategies include; 

morphemic analysis, analysing word parts (prefixes, suffixes, roots), using context and 

consulting a reference either by asking another person or consulting a dictionary.   

 

4. Foster Word Consciousness: The term “word consciousness” refers to an awareness of and 

interest in words and their meanings (Graves & Watts-Taffe, 2002). Word consciousness 

integrates metacognition about words, motivation to learn words, and deep and lasting interest 

in words. Our students need word rich and word aware classrooms. During a fluency reading 

experience, time is taken to stop and discuss new words. Dictionaries, puzzles, word games, 

books on riddles and rhymes round out the environment for enthusiastic word learning. The 

emphasis here is on word awareness, word interest, word wonder and word discussion.   

 

Four Part Vocabulary Programme 

Graves (2016) 
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Children need accuracy and automaticity to become fluent readers and to comprehend texts. Recognising, understanding and reading 

words at an appropriate speed are key components of fluency.  Word knowledge is crucial in developing accuracy and automaticity. The 

following approaches and activities are suggested for developing word knowledge for fluency.  

 

‘Without targeted intervention, some children will 

remain ‘stranded on an island of words’ stumbling 

over unfamiliar words, and thus experiencing 

difficulty in understanding the overall meaning of 

the text’ (Rasinski and Nageldinger, 2016) 
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Choice Board activities are an inclusive, child centred and a differentiated approach, that promote child agency and also gives 

children a choice, voice and ownership of their learning. They cater for the interest, abilities and needs of all children in the 

classroom. When new words are introduced in a fluency lesson, these words can be developed further, through activities included 

in a choice board. Choice boards are a great way to engage and motivate children to develop word knowledge for accuracy and 

automaticity. See examples of choice boards in both English agus Gaeilge.  

 

Possible Extension to Other Learning Outcomes/ Torthaí Foghlama: 
 

 Reading/ Léitheoireacht: LO 2/TF 2: Motivation & Choice/ 

Inspreagadh & Rogha  

 LO 5/TF 5: Phonics, Word Recognition & Word Study/ Fónaic, 

Aithint Focal agus Staidéar ar Fhocail. 

 LO 9/TF 9: Comprehension/Tuiscint 

 L.O. 6/ TF 6: Phonological and phonemic awareness/ Feasacht 

fhóineolaioch agus fhóinéimeach 

 

 

Reading  

Further Information: 

 Vocabulary development resources:    https://pdst.ie/node/7241 

 

 Word Study for Spelling:   https://www.pdst.ie/node/5694 

 

 https://www.readingrockets.org/article/word-study-learning-word-

patterns 

 http://www.puzzlechoice.com/pc/Wordladder_Mex.html 

 

 http://www.puzzlechoice.com/pc/Wordladder_Mex.html 

 

httphttps://pdst.ie/node/7241s://phttphttps://pdst.ie/node/7241s://pdst.ie/n

“Inclusive pedagogy advocates an approach whereby the teacher provides a range of options that are available to 

everybody in the class rather than a set of differentiated options only available for some” Florian and Spratt (2013) 

 

Tá na samplaí seo oiriúnach don 

Bhéarla nó don Ghaeilge. 
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