
 

Playfulness in Writing – Lists 

List making - a playful approach to writing to socialise 
When we think about involving children in writing activities at school or home, it’s easy to fall into the trap of encouraging them only to write a 
story. While children need to learn to write narratives, there are other kinds of writing that can blend beautifully with family life and school life and 
encourage playfulness. One of these is lists. 
List writing is a quick activity that slots easily into family or school life. It gives children an opportunity to practise writing in a commonly accepted 
format for many different audiences. Lists can be written for a purpose or for fun and writing lists is a lovely way in which to provide playful and 
interactive learning experiences in the genre of writing to socialise. 
 
Even quite young children can make lists on their own or with support at home or at school. Their writing may be "scribble" or even a picture, but 
this early writing is very relevant in writing to socialise. They may prefer to cut out items from magazines and "list" those. Their lists are rehearsal for 
more realistic writing later. Older primary children will use lists for school, and home, and begin to take more notice of real life uses for lists and how 
these lists communicate their feelings, thoughts and tastes. 
Here are some list ideas you might like to try. A variety of these can be used weekly as prompts on a ‘list tree’ displayed in the classroom with 
examples on the leaves. 

List examples for preschool/Infants List examples for older children 

list for Santa 
liosta siopadóireachta 
list for taking an order in a pretend restaurant 
list of family members and photos 
list of favourite toys with starting letter and photo 
list of friend’s names coming for a play date 
 

list of school supplies you wish for 
list of friends 
liosta de na leabhair is fearr liom 
liosta de na scannáin is fearr liom 
list of ten things to hide from a gorilla 
list of names to call a fantasy pet 
list of homework excuses 
list of toys, present and future 
list of possible activities to do next weekend 
list of holiday destinations 
list of things never to do 
list of brainstormed gifts for Dad/Mam 
list of favourite sports 
list of five things you would like to change about the world 
liosta de na hainmhithe is fearr liom 
list of five things you should never say to a cranky dragon 

List examples for birthdays 

list of party guests to invite 
list of party activities 
list of party food 
list of ingredients needed for cooking party food 
list of people to thank 
 

 
 



 

 

List examples for children who love to read and write liosta de na hamhráin is fearr liom 
list of top ten sporting stars 
list of ten things that would make you say "Ugh!" 
list of ten things that would make you say "Yes!" 
list of ten grumpy words 
list of ten active verbs 

list of loved books 
list of favourite characters 
list of ideas for own stories 
list of character traits for a character profile 
list of favourite fiction worlds 
list of books with a matching film 
 

 

                                                                                       
More information on infusing playfulness into writing can be found at:  

https://www.prekinders.com/pretend-play-writing/ 

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-do-i-write-scaffolding-preschoolers-early-writing-skills 
Support Materials/Ábhar Tacaíochta do Mhúinteoirí - www.curriculumonline.ie 
Smaointe don drámaíocht/ról-imirt le fáil ar www.pdst.ie/Straiteisi 
https://kidscraftroom.com/dress-up-ideas-to-promote-imaginative-play/ 
To see conversation skills in role-play with examples of Writing to Socialise see video on Team Teaching: Teaching Conversation skills at 
https://pdst.ie/node/587 
The #ImagineNation playbook is overflowing with activities for primary school children in drawing, writing and mindfulness exercises. 
https://childrensbooksireland.ie/resources/imaginenation/ 
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